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Sherlocking Scholars League
Season 1 · 2027/28

A league is not practice for the final. It is how a player walks into the
final already sharp. Prelims gives you a hundred and twenty minutes

to take a hundred decisions, and this season is built so that on the
morning of 23 May 2027 you are not finding your form. You brought

it with you.

Every question, an official fact. Every elimination, measured.

League Stage
100 T-20 matches

→ Simulators
10 full-length FLTs

→ The Final
23 May 2027

Built and run by Neil sir, HCS 2021, Rank 93.

Two hundred marks decide the year, and they turn on one skill: reading a
question you have never seen and reasoning to the one right option, fast, on

facts you can trust. That skill is trained, and 100 matches and 10
Simulators is how you train it.
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Sherlocking Scholars League
Season 1 · 100 matches · 10 Sherlocking Simulators · one cutoff

Why a league, and why T20

The format is the argument.

A weekly hundred-question mock tests you on any one subject about six times in a year, and
lets everything in between go cold. You find out you are weak in Environment in November,
for a paper in May.
So we cut the year into 100 matches of 20 questions, each match a tight family of topics
rather than a scatter across the syllabus.
You play more often. You fail smaller. You fix faster. By the time the Simulators begin, the
elimination instinct is built rather than borrowed.

A hundred matches before the one that
counts.

SMALL MATCHES, PLAYED OFTEN, ARE HOW A REFLEX IS BUILT

The season

The league opens on 1 September 2026. The last Simulator lands three weeks
clear of the exam.

Stage What When

League stage 100 T-20 matches, 20
questions each

From 1 September 2026

Sherlocking
Simulators

10 full-length FLTs, 100
questions each

Every Sunday, 28 February to 2
May 2027

The Final UPSC Civil Services Prelims
2027

Sunday, 23 May 2027

Matches go live in batches through the season, opening across subjects, so you
can start with whatever you are reading right now rather than waiting your turn.
Everything is in your hands well before the Simulators begin, so the last stretch is
yours to plan.
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The tenth Simulator is on 2 May 2027, three weeks before the exam, leaving you a clean
final stretch for revision.

The fixture list
HOW MANY MATCHES A SUBJECT GETS IS UPSC'S DECISION, NOT OURS

Block Matches

Economy 19

Environment 17

Polity 16

Science & Technology 13

Geography 11

Ancient + Medieval + Culture 10

Modern History 7

IR & Society 6

Sports, Awards & Honours 1

Economy gets nineteen matches because Economy is about eighteen percent of the real
paper. Modern History gets seven because it is seven. We counted the last sixteen years, we
did not guess.

The blueprint is UPSC's
WE DID NOT DESIGN THE COVERAGE. WE MEASURED IT.

1,600 real questions, 2011 to 2026, taken apart one at a time.
325 micro-topics, each one a subject, topic and sub-topic combination UPSC has actually
set a question on. Not a syllabus heading. A tested thing.
How often UPSC asks something decides how much of the season it gets. That
weighting holds all the way down to the individual match, not just to the subject.
Related topics are grouped, so one match covers one family. If a topic is too big for
a single match, it carries into the next one.
Every one of the 325 is printed in this document, match by match.

Try one before you join

The All India Sherlocking Scholarship Test is free, and it is the
same thing you will be playing all season.
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20 questions, 24 minutes. One T-20,
exactly as it runs in the league.

Instant score, All India rank and full
solutions, with a verdict on every option.
It can win you a scholarship. The team
reviews your performance and shares a
scholarship coupon.

Free to take. Sign in and start whenever
you are ready.

unlockias.in/aisst

SCAN TO PLAY IT FREE

The shapes: what UPSC dropped, and what it runs now

A series built on the old mix trains you for a paper that stopped
existing in 2021.

We took all 1,600 questions from 2011 to 2026 apart, one at a time. Three things changed, and
they changed everything.

The count question did not exist, and now it dominates. "How many of the above are
correct" appears zero times in every paper from 2011 to 2021. It arrived in 2022, and
by 2023 it took 47 of the 100 questions. Knowing three items out of four earns nothing on
these.
Statement-I and Statement-II arrived with it. One appearance in the eleven years up
to 2021, then 18 in 2023, 13 in 2024 and 14 in 2025.
The textbook "Assertion (A) and Reason (R)" is not in the paper at all. Zero
appearances across all sixteen years. What 2026 actually ran was "Consider the following
assertion" followed by numbered statements, where you identify which ones support it. That
is the version you will meet here.

The shapes you will be set

Sixteen distinct shapes run across the season.

Direct single-fact, which-statements-are-correct with a code, Statement-I and Statement-II,
how many of the above are correct, which pairs are correctly matched, assertion with
supporting statements, term in context, odd one out, best explanation, and more besides.
Three of them are ours. Best inference, two-condition statement and data nugget are
shapes UPSC has not run yet, each drilling a skill the paper has been visibly moving toward.
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Current affairs, in every single match
Two slots in every paper, and they sit inside that paper's own subject, because that
is how the real paper asks current affairs. Never as a bolted-on block at the end.
The Economy matches carry the Economy news, the Environment matches carry the
Environment news, and current affairs stops being a separate subject you keep meaning to
start.

You play it like the real paper
A live clock, a question palette showing answered, unanswered, marked and not-visited,
mark-for-review, and keyboard shortcuts so your hands learn the paper and not the mouse.
A submit screen that stops you and counts what you left blank, because the commonest
unforced error in Prelims is walking away from a question you meant to come back to.
And an elimination tool built into the paper. Strike out an option the moment you rule
it out, up to three per question, and restore it if you change your mind. It is the Sherlock
method, on screen, while the clock runs.

The match is half of it. The read-back is the other half.

Seven analyses land the moment you submit. Not a score and a
rank. Seven.
ELIMINATION, ACTUALLY MEASURED

How many questions you used elimination on, your elimination accuracy, and the
number that matters most: your accuracy with elimination against your accuracy
without it, in percentage points.
What happened when you narrowed to one option, to two, to three, and how often each was
right.
And how many times you struck out the correct answer. That one line is worth the
whole report.
Every series tells you to eliminate. This is the one that scores whether your
elimination is working.

CONFIDENCE, DECLARED BEFORE YOU ARE TOLD THE ANSWER

Tag each answer as certain, confident but unsure, an educated guess, or a random guess. It
costs a second.
Afterwards you get accuracy, marks and time for each of the four bands.
The band that decides Prelims is certain and wrong: the facts you believe and should not.
A score alone can never surface them, because you were sure. This does.

WHERE YOUR MARKS LEAK ON THE CLOCK
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Accuracy and average time per question, quarter by quarter through the paper.
Slow starter? Falling away in the last quarter? Spending eighty seconds on the ones you get
wrong and fifty on the ones you get right? Those are habits, and habits are fixable once you
can see them.

STANDING, PEERS AND PATTERNS

Rank and percentile against everyone who has played that match, plus peer comparison
and a pattern read that builds across the season.

A hundred read-backs, not four.
YOU FIND THE LEAK IN SEPTEMBER, NOT IN MAY

The Simulators: ten finals, ten real papers
EVERY SUNDAY, 28 FEBRUARY TO 2 MAY 2027

Ten full-length FLTs, 100 questions, real clock, run exactly like the morning itself.
Each Simulator mirrors one real UPSC paper's DNA: its subject spread, its shape
mix, its difficulty. Some come out Economy-heavy, some Polity-heavy, some brutal, exactly
as the real years did.
Averaging the last ten papers gives you a paper UPSC has never set. So we do not average.
The variance is the point, because on the day you get one paper, not the mean of ten.
Full subject-wise analysis after each, so the last stretch of revision goes exactly where
the marks are leaking.

MORE THAN PRACTICE

Set on where the paper is heading, not only where it has been
The Simulators are built on the themes most likely to be asked. You walk in with two
edges: the trained eye to handle anything adjacent, and a fair share of direct hits, questions you
have already reasoned through before UPSC sets them.

Who runs it

Neil sir, HCS 2021, Rank 93.
The elimination method taught here is the one he cleared with, written down and turned into
a full season of questions. Sherlocking is not a slogan on this series: it is a skill the paper is
built to drill and the platform is built to measure.
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Why this is the season to be in

The clock on Prelims 2027 has already started. UPSC notifies on
13 January 2027 and sets the paper on 23 May. Everything
between now and then is preparation you either did or did not
do.

You get the whole year, from the first match. The biggest block goes first: nineteen
Economy matches, the heaviest subject in the real paper. Join at the start and you ride it.
Every question is fresh. Each one is checked against every other paper in the league and
against sixteen years of real previous-year papers before it ships.
Nothing about it is hidden. All 325 micro-topics are printed in this document, match by
match. You can count what you are buying.
You are measured on the skill, not just the score. Seven analyses after every match,
including one that tells you whether your elimination is earning marks or costing them.
And you finish with room. The last Simulator is three weeks before the exam.
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The full syllabus, match by match
All 100 matches and all 325 micro-topics, so you can see exactly
what the season covers.

Every match is 18 questions across its listed micro-topics, plus 2 current-affairs questions
inside the same subject.
Related topics are grouped, so one match covers one family. A topic too big for a single match
carries into the next, which is why a few names appear twice in a row.
Match numbers are the sequence of the season, not dates.

Economy · Tests 1 to 19

Test Micro-topics tested

01 Agricultural Inputs & Schemes · Crops & Cultivation · current affairs

02 MSP & Agricultural Marketing · Agricultural Institutions & Statistics · Crops &
Cultivation · current affairs

03 Monetary Policy Tools · Rural & Agricultural Credit · current affairs

04 Inflation & Price Indices · Monetary Policy Tools · Money Supply & Measures · current
affairs

05 Capital Markets, Stocks & Bonds · Money Supply & Measures · RBI Role & Functions ·
current affairs

06 Capital Markets, Stocks & Bonds · Money Market & Debt Securities · current affairs

07 Financial Regulators & Governance · Energy, Minerals & Resources · Insurance &
Corporate Finance · Money Market & Debt Securities · current affairs

08 Energy, Minerals & Resources · Industrial Policy & Manufacturing · IPR, Standards &
Quality · current affairs

09 IPR, Standards & Quality · Labour & Employment · Infrastructure & Investment Funds
· Exchange Rate & Forex Reserves · current affairs

10 Exchange Rate & Forex Reserves · Balance of Payments & Trade · current affairs

11 Foreign Trade Policy & WTO · Foreign Investment (FDI & FII) · Budget & Deficits ·
Balance of Payments & Trade · current affairs

12 Budget & Deficits · Taxation · current affairs

13 Taxation · Finance Commission · Growth, Capital & Development Concepts · current
affairs

14 Growth, Capital & Development Concepts · National Income & GDP · current affairs
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Test Micro-topics tested

15 Banking Regulation & Norms · Poverty & Human Development · Planning & Five-Year
Plans · Economic Reforms & Liberalization · current affairs

16 Bank Types & Institutions · Financial Inclusion & Microfinance · PSB Governance &
Stressed Assets · Banking Regulation & Norms · current affairs

17 Digital Payments · Digital Currency & Crypto · Digital Commerce & Platforms · PSB
Governance & Stressed Assets · current affairs

18 IMF · World Bank & Multilateral Banks · Global Indices & Reports · Crop, Soil &
Farmer Schemes · current affairs

19 Pension & Insurance Schemes · Financial Inclusion & Credit · Crop, Soil & Farmer
Schemes · Food Processing & Watershed · Allied & Nutrition Agriculture · Energy &
Power Schemes · Other Infrastructure & Missions · Transport & Port Infrastructure ·
current affairs

Environment · Tests 1 to 17

Test Micro-topics tested

01 Fauna Identification & Distribution · current affairs

02 Flora & Plant Species · Fauna Identification & Distribution · current affairs

03 Fauna Biology & Behaviour · Flora & Plant Species · Endangered & Threatened Species
· current affairs

04 Endangered & Threatened Species · Wildlife Protection Status & Schedules ·
International Conventions & Organizations · current affairs

05 International Conventions & Organizations · Indian Environmental Laws & Bodies ·
current affairs

06 Sustainable Development Frameworks & Concepts · Indian Environmental Laws &
Bodies · Wildlife & Forest Protection Laws · current affairs

07 Air Pollution & Emissions · Wildlife & Forest Protection Laws · Waste Management &
Recycling · current affairs

08 Waste Management & Recycling · Chemical & Hazardous Pollutants · current affairs

09 Water & Marine Pollution · Climate Agreements, Finance & Initiatives · Chemical &
Hazardous Pollutants · Acid Rain & Smog · current affairs

10 Climate Agreements, Finance & Initiatives · Global Warming & Greenhouse Gases ·
current affairs

11 Global Warming & Greenhouse Gases · Carbon Sinks, Capture & Sequestration · Ozone
Depletion & Atmospheric Substances · current affairs
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Test Micro-topics tested

12 Food Chains, Producers & Decomposers · Ecosystem Services & Functions · Ozone
Depletion & Atmospheric Substances · current affairs

13 Succession & Species Interactions · Biogeochemical Cycles · Ecosystem Services &
Functions · current affairs

14 National Parks, Sanctuaries & Reserves · Ecosystem Types & Adaptations · current
affairs

15 National Parks, Sanctuaries & Reserves · Biodiversity Concepts, Hotspots & Threats ·
Forests & Afforestation · current affairs

16 Sustainable & Eco-Friendly Agriculture · Forests & Afforestation · Coral Reefs,
Wetlands & Coastal Ecosystems · current affairs

17 Renewable & Solar Energy · Energy Efficiency & Clean Technology · Soil, Water &
Resource Management · Biofuels & Alternative Fuels · current affairs

Polity · Tests 1 to 16

Test Micro-topics tested

01 Bills, Ordinances & Legislation · Financial Procedure & Budget · current affairs

02 Procedure, Motions & Sessions · Rajya Sabha & Lok Sabha · Financial Procedure &
Budget · Parliamentary Committees · current affairs

03 Parliamentary Committees · Presiding Officers · Anti-Defection & Disqualification ·
State Legislatures · Regulatory & Citizen Frameworks · current affairs

04 Criminal Justice & Internal Security · Regulatory & Citizen Frameworks · Social
Welfare & Rights Legislation · current affairs

05 Social Welfare & Rights Legislation · Defence & Armed Forces · Welfare Schemes &
Rural Development · Government Organizations & Ministries · Public Administration
& Ethics · Directive Principles · current affairs

06 Directive Principles · Fundamental Rights · current affairs

07 Fundamental Duties · President & Pardoning Power · Right to Privacy & Property ·
Fundamental Rights · Rights & Human Rights (UDHR) · current affairs

08 Governor & State Executive · Civil Services, Attorney General & Administration ·
President & Pardoning Power · PM & Council of Ministers · current affairs

09 Parts, Schedules & Citizenship · Amendment Process & Basic Structure · PM & Council
of Ministers · current affairs

10 Elections, Representation & Parties · Preamble & Ideals · Amendment Process & Basic
Structure · Historical Underpinnings & Constituent Assembly · current affairs
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Test Micro-topics tested

11 Planning Bodies (NITI & NDC) · Rights & Oversight Commissions · Distribution of
Powers & Federal Character · Election Commission & Delimitation · Finance
Commission & CAG · current affairs

12 Scheduled & Tribal Areas · Distribution of Powers & Federal Character · Emergency &
President's Rule · Inter-State & Zonal Councils · State, Rights & Political Concepts ·
current affairs

13 State, Rights & Political Concepts · Democracy & Forms of Government · Liberty &
Equality · current affairs

14 Judges: Appointment & Removal · Writs & Judicial Review · Supreme Court & High
Courts · Liberty & Equality · current affairs

15 Panchayati Raj & Decentralization · PESA & Tribal Self-Governance · Skill
Development & Employment · Judicial Doctrines & Concepts · Other Local
Government · current affairs

16 Maternal & Child Health · Rural Livelihood & Panchayati Raj · Education Initiatives ·
Digital India & E-Governance · Nutrition & Anaemia Missions · Other Health &
Nutrition · current affairs

S&T · Tests 1 to 13

Test Micro-topics tested

01 AI, Quantum & Emerging Computing · Electronics, Semiconductors & Hardware ·
current affairs

02 Internet, Data & Cybersecurity · Communication & Networks · Electronics,
Semiconductors & Hardware · current affairs

03 Astrophysics & Cosmology · Communication & Networks · Blockchain &
Cryptocurrency · current affairs

04 Astrophysics & Cosmology · Space Missions · Satellite Navigation Systems · Satellites &
Launch Vehicles · Remote Sensing & Radar · current affairs

05 Genomics & DNA Technology · GM Crops & Agri-Biotech · Stem Cells & Reproductive
Tech · current affairs

06 Diseases & Pathogens · Stem Cells & Reproductive Tech · Genetic Engineering & Gene
Editing · current affairs

07 Vaccines & Immunity · Nutrition & Food Science · Human Physiology & Blood · Fuel
Cells & Hydrogen · Diseases & Pathogens · current affairs

08 Nuclear & Fusion Energy · Biofuels & Alternative Fuels · Fuel Cells & Hydrogen ·
Energy Storage & E-Mobility · current affairs
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Test Micro-topics tested

09 Nanotechnology & Advanced Materials · Chemicals & Everyday Chemistry · Solar &
Renewables · Polymers & Plastics · Energy Storage & E-Mobility · current affairs

10 Naval & Other Defence Systems · Missiles & Ballistics · Aircraft & Aviation Tech · Rare
Earth & Critical Minerals · Polymers & Plastics · Drones & UAVs · current affairs

11 Water & Waste Treatment · Bacteria, Fungi & Microbes · Viruses · Drones & UAVs ·
Cell & Molecular Biology · Biofilms, Probiotics & Fermentation · current affairs

12 Plant Physiology & Botany · Optics, Heat & Waves · Evolution · Animal Biology &
Zoology · Biofilms, Probiotics & Fermentation · current affairs

13 Modern & Particle Physics · Mechanics & Gravitation · National Missions &
Establishments · Optics, Heat & Waves · Science Awards & Personalities · Programmes
& Applied Systems · Innovation Initiatives · current affairs

Geography · Tests 1 to 11

Test Micro-topics tested

01 Agriculture & Crops · current affairs

02 Minerals & Mining · Industry, Transport & Connectivity · Agriculture & Crops · Energy
Resources · current affairs

03 Insolation, Heat Budget & Temperature · Climatic Types & Natural Regions · Energy
Resources · current affairs

04 Monsoon, Cyclones, ENSO & IOD · Atmosphere: Structure & Composition · Pressure &
Wind Systems · Climatic Types & Natural Regions · current affairs

05 Indian Rivers & Drainage · Humidity, Clouds & Precipitation · Pressure & Wind
Systems · current affairs

06 Lakes, Wetlands & Reservoirs · Indian Relief & Physiography · Indian Rivers &
Drainage · Indian Forests & Vegetation · current affairs

07 World Physical Features & Regions · Countries, Borders & Location · Indian Forests &
Vegetation · current affairs

08 Seas, Straits & Maritime Geography · Places in News & Geopolitical Regions · Indian
Location, States & Boundaries · Countries, Borders & Location · current affairs

09 Indian Location, States & Boundaries · Earth-Sun Relationships & Time · current
affairs

10 Soils & Soil Conservation · Plate Tectonics, Drift & Mountains · Earth's Interior,
Seismicity & Forces · Earth-Sun Relationships & Time · Population & Human
Geography · current affairs
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Test Micro-topics tested

11 Ocean Currents & Circulation · Volcanic Activity · Tides & Ocean Temperature · Fluvial
& Coastal Landforms · Weathering & Rock Properties · Global Water Distribution ·
Earth's Interior, Seismicity & Forces · current affairs

Ancient+Medieval+Culture · Tests 1 to 10

Test Micro-topics tested

01 Temple Architecture · Cave & Rock-Cut Architecture · Stupas, Indo-Islamic & Other
Monuments · current affairs

02 Buddhism · Jainism · Bhakti, Sufi & Reform Saints · Stupas, Indo-Islamic & Other
Monuments · current affairs

03 Mughal Empire · Delhi Sultanate & Regional Sultanates · Early Medieval Kingdoms
(North) · Schools of Philosophy · current affairs

04 Harappan Society & Features · Harappan & Archaeological Sites · Early India: Rivers &
Economy · Historical Places & Regions · Early Medieval Kingdoms (North) · current
affairs

05 Land, Revenue & Law · Vedic Religion & Thought · Trade, Transport & External
Contacts · Guilds, Crafts & Irrigation · Coins & Money Economy · current affairs

06 Classical & Folk Music · Sculpture & Iconography · Classical Dance · Folk & Regional
Performing Arts · current affairs

07 Vijayanagara Empire · Murals & Cave Paintings · Crafts & Textiles · Sculpture &
Iconography · Miniature & Folk Painting · Peninsular Dynasties · current affairs

08 Life of Buddha & Centres · Peninsular Dynasties · Sangam Age & Tamilakam ·
Buddhism – Sects & Doctrines · Bhakti & Sufi Movements · Jainism · current affairs

09 Sanskrit Texts & Authors · Ashokan Inscriptions & Edicts · Classical & Tribal
Languages · Religious Scholars & Sects · Other Literature & Oral Tradition · current
affairs

10 Foreign Travellers & Accounts · Unesco & World Heritage · Gupta Empire &
Administration · Mauryan Polity & Society · Science & Mathematics · Literature &
Texts · Archaeology, Calendars & Other · Festivals & Community Traditions · current
affairs

Modern History · Tests 1 to 7

Test Micro-topics tested

01 Swadeshi & Partition of Bengal · INC Sessions & Milestones · Early Nationalist Politics
· Moderates, Extremists & Surat Split · current affairs
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Test Micro-topics tested

02 Early Satyagrahas & Rowlatt · Gandhi: Ideas & Writings · Home Rule Movement ·
Revolutionary & Ghadar Movement · Personalities & Places · Civil Disobedience, RTCs
& Pacts · current affairs

03 GoI Act 1919 & Dyarchy · Education Policy & Institutions · Civil Disobedience, RTCs &
Pacts · Non-Cooperation & Khilafat · current affairs

04 Quit India & INA · Partition, Constituent Assembly & After · Cripps & Cabinet Missions
· Commissions & Committees · GoI Act 1935 · Education Policy & Institutions · current
affairs

05 Caste & Social Justice Movements · Brahmo Samaj & Bengal Reformers · WWII &
Congress Politics · Reform Organizations & Leaders · Women & Social Reform · Land
Revenue Settlements · current affairs

06 Economic Policies & Impact · Labour & Left Movement · Drain Theory & Economic
Critics · Land Revenue Settlements · Tribal Uprisings · current affairs

07 Advent of Europeans · Peasant Movements · Tribal Uprisings · Charter Acts & Crown
Takeover · Regional States & Annexations · current affairs

IR & Society · Tests 1 to 6

Test Micro-topics tested

01 Regions & Communities (Matching) · Africa: Conflict, Coups & Famine · West Asia &
Arab World · Country Situations & Disputes · current affairs

02 Regional Blocs & Organizations · BRICS & New Development Bank · Bay of Bengal &
Indian Ocean Bodies · Country Situations & Disputes · G20 · current affairs

03 Declarations, Indices & Observances · Treaties & Legal Conventions · International
Organisations & Non-State Actors · Climate & Green-Economy Initiatives · European
Union Economy · G20 · current affairs

04 European Union Economy · Mega-Regional Trade Agreements · Foreign-Policy
Doctrine & Diplomacy · Connectivity Corridors & Projects · WTO & Intellectual
Property · current affairs

05 UN Agencies & Programmes · Nuclear Non-Proliferation Regimes · Labour &
Migration Governance · Defence & Maritime Cooperation · Development Partnership
& Bilateral Links · UN Organs & Procedures · Export Control & CW Regimes · current
affairs
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Test Micro-topics tested

06 Tribe Identification & Mapping · IAEA & Nuclear Cooperation · Social Security &
Welfare Measures · Gender Indices & Women's Welfare · Public Health & Sanitation ·
Fertility, Birth Rate & Ageing · Export Control & CW Regimes · Vulnerable Tribal
Groups · Sociological Thought · Linguistic Identity & Diversity · Urbanization & Urban
Rights · current affairs

Sports, Awards & Honours · Test 1

Test Micro-topics tested

01 Sports Events & Tournaments · Civilian & Cultural Honours · Sports Awards · current
affairs

Two hundred marks. One morning. A
hundred matches to get ready.

THE SEASON OPENS 1 SEPTEMBER 2026
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Sherlocking Scholars League
Season 1 · 2027/28

LEAGUE STAGE → SIMULATORS → 23 MAY 2027

A hundred matches of twenty and ten full-length Simulators,
every question carrying an official source. Seven analyses after

every match, including one that scores whether your elimination
is actually working, so you find the leak in September and not in
May. A hundred matches before the one that counts, and three

clear weeks at the end.

Every question, an official fact. Every elimination, measured.

League opens 1 September 2026 · unlockias.in · @helpdeskupsc
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