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UPSC 2010 Geography › Biogeography & Natural Vegetation moderate

Q1. A geographic area with an altitude of 400 metres has following characteristics:
Month  J  F  M  A  M  J  J  A  S  O  N  D
Average maximum temp. °C  31 31 31 31 30 30 29 28 29 30 31
Average minimum temp. °C  21 21 21 21 21 20 20 20 20 20 20
Rainfall (mm)              51 85 188 158 139 121 134 168 185 221 198 86
If this geographic area were to have a natural forest, which one of the following would it most likely be?

(a) Moist temperate coniferous forest
(b) Montane subtropical forest
(c) Temperate forest
(d) Tropical rain forest

Answer: (d)

The area’s mean monthly temperature stays above 18 °C and the annual rainfall is about 1,734
mm—conditions characteristic of the humid equatorial climate that supports tropical rain forests, not
temperate or montane forests.
([gktoday.in](https://www.gktoday.in/analysis-of-upsc-civil-services-2010-gs-paper-part-1/))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Physics easy

Q2. If a potato is placed on a pure paper plate which is white and unprinted and put in a microwave oven, the
potato heats up but the paper plate does not. This is because

(a) Potato is mainly made up of starch whereas paper is mainly made up of cellulose
(b) Potato transmits microwaves whereas paper reflects microwaves
(c) Potato contains water whereas paper does not contain water
(d) Potato is a fresh organic material whereas paper is a dead organic material

Answer: (c)

Microwaves heat substances through dielectric heating of water molecules. The potato contains substantial
water, so it absorbs microwaves and heats up, whereas a dry paper plate lacks free water and therefore
remains cool. ([gktoday.in](https://www.gktoday.in/analysis-of-upsc-civil-services-2010-gs-paper-part-1/))
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UPSC 2010 Indian Polity › Directive Principles Of State Policy moderate

Q3. With reference to the Constitution of India, consider the following:
1. Fundamental Rights
2. Fundamental Duties
3. Directive Principles of State Policy
Which of the above provisions of the Constitution of India is/are fulfilled by the National Social Assistance
Programme launched by the Government of India?

(a) 1 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (b)

The National Social Assistance Programme provides social security assistance (Article 41) and is thus an
implementation of the Directive Principles; it is not mandated by Fundamental Rights, nor does it relate to
Fundamental Duties.
([gktoday.in](https://www.gktoday.in/analysis-of-upsc-civil-services-2010-gs-paper-part-1/))

UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › Ecosystems & Ecology Concepts moderate

Q4. A new type of El Nino called El Nino Modoki appeared in the news. In this context, consider the following
statements:
1. Normal El Nino forms in the Central Pacific ocean whereas El Nino Modoki forms in Eastern Pacific ocean.
2. Normal El Nino results in diminished hurricanes in the Atlantic ocean but El Nino Modoki results in a greater
number of hurricanes with greater frequency.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (b)

A classical El Niño event warms the eastern Pacific, whereas El Niño Modoki features anomalous warming
in the central Pacific; thus statement 1 is incorrect. Modoki events have been linked to enhanced Atlantic
hurricane activity, making statement 2 correct.
([gktoday.in](https://www.gktoday.in/analysis-of-upsc-civil-services-2010-gs-paper-part-1/))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Biotechnology & Genetics moderate

Q5. Mon 863 is a variety of maize. It was in the news for the following reason

(a) It is a genetically modified dwarf variety which is resistant to drought
(b) It is a genetically modified variety which is pest resistant
(c) It is a genetically modified variety with ten times higher protein content than regular maize crop
(d) It is a genetically modified variety used exclusively for bio-fuel production

Answer: (b)

MON 863 is a Monsanto-developed transgenic maize line that expresses the Cry3Bb1 Bt-toxin, giving the
plant resistance to corn-rootworm and other coleopteran pests; hence it was in the news as a pest-resistant
GM variety. The other options describe traits (drought tolerance, high protein, bio-fuel use) that do not apply
to MON 863.
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UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Logical Reasoning & Puzzles moderate

Q6. A cuboid has six sides of different colours. The red side is opposite to black. The blue side is adjacent to
white. The brown side is adjacent to blue. The red side is face down. Which one of the following would be the
opposite to brown?

(a) Red
(b) Black
(c) White
(d) Blue

Answer: (c)

With red fixed on the bottom and black opposite it on top, the four side faces remain. Placing blue on any
side forces white on an adjacent side (by the clue) and brown on another side sharing an edge with blue.
Whatever the exact arrangement, brown and white end up on opposite side-faces (since the only face
opposite brown cannot share an edge with blue). Therefore white is opposite brown; red or black cannot be
opposite because those faces are already paired, and blue cannot be opposite because brown must be
adjacent to it.

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Space Technology & Astronomy moderate

Q7. Consider the following statements:
The satellite Oceansat-2 launched by India helps in
1. estimating the water vapour content in the atmosphere.
2. predicting the onset of monsoons.
3. monitoring the pollution of coastal waters.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (d)

Oceansat-2 carries the Radio Occultation Sounder (ROSA) that profiles atmospheric humidity
(water-vapour), a Ku-band scatterometer whose wind-vector data are used by the IMD to forecast and time
the monsoon onset, and the Ocean Colour Monitor that tracks chlorophyll, sediments and other indicators of
�c�o�a�s�t�a�l ��w�a�t�e�r� �p�o�l�l�u�t�i�o�n�.� �H�e�n�c�e� �a�l�l� �t�h�r�e�e� �s�t�a�t�e�d� �f�u�n�c�t�i�o�n�s� �a�r�e� �c�o�r�r�e�c�t�.

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Biotechnology & Genetics easy

Q8. Genetically modified “golden rice” has been engineered to meet human nutritional requirements. Which
one of the following statements best qualifies golden rice?

(a) The grains have been fortified with genes to provide three times higher grain yield per acre than other
high yielding varieties
(b) Its grains contain pro-vitamin A which upon ingestion is converted to vitamin A in the human body
(c) Its modified genes cause the synthesis of all the nine essential amino acids
(d) Its modified genes cause the fortification of its grains with vitamin D

Answer: (b)

Golden rice has been engineered with phytoene synthase and phytoene desaturase genes so that its
�e�n�d�o�s�p�e�r�m� �s�y�n�t�h�e�s�i�s�e�s� �²�-�c�a�r�o�t�e�n�e� �(�p�r�o�-�v�i�t�a�m�i�n� �A�)�;� �t�h�i�s� �c�a�r�o�t�e�n�o�i�d� �i�s� �c�o�n�v�e�r�t�e�d� �t�o� �v�i�t�a�m�i�n� �A� �a�f�t�e�r
consumption, addressing vitamin-A deficiency. It does not boost yield, amino-acid profile or vitamin D
content.
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UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Quantitative Aptitude easy

Q9. In a tournament 14 teams play league matches. If each team plays against every other team once only
then how many matches are played?

(a) 105
(b) 91
(c) 85
(d) 78

Answer: (b)

In a single round-robin league each pair of teams meets once; the number of matches is therefore the
�n�u�m�b�e�r� �o�f� �c�o�m�b�i�n�a�t�i�o�n�s� �o�f� �1�4� �t�e�a�m�s� �t�a�k�e�n� �t�w�o� �a�t� �a� �t�i�m�e�:� �C�(�1�4�,� �2�)� �=� �1�4� �×� �1�3�  D� �2� �=� �9�1�.� �H�e�n�c�e� �9�1� �m�a�t�c�h�e�s
are played.

UPSC 2010 Indian Polity › Judiciary moderate

Q10. Consider the following statements:
The Supreme Court of India tenders advice to the President of India on matters of law or fact
1. on its own initiative (on any matter of larger public interest).
2. if he seeks such an advice.
3. only if the matters relate to the Fundamental Rights of the citizens.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 3
(d) 1 and 2

Answer: (b)

Under Article 143 of the Constitution, the Supreme Court may render an advisory opinion only when the
President specifically refers a question of law or fact to it; the Court cannot initiate such advice suo-motu,
and the reference need not relate to Fundamental Rights alone. Hence statement 2 alone is correct, while 1
and 3 are wrong.

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Chemistry easy

Q11. Chlorination is a process used for water purification. The disinfecting action of chlorine is mainly due to

(a) The formation of hydrochloric acid when chlorine is added to water
(b) The formation of hypochlorous acid when chlorine is added to water
(c) The formation of nascent oxygen when chlorine is added to water
(d) The formation of hydrogen when chlorine is added to water

Answer: (b)

When chlorine dissolves in water it forms hypochlorous acid (HOCl); this weak acid penetrates
microorganisms and, through oxidation, kills pathogenic cells. The action is not due to hydrochloric acid,
nascent hydrogen, or hydrogen evolution, making option (b) correct.
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UPSC 2010 Indian Polity › Judiciary moderate

Q12. With reference to Lok Adalats, which of the following statements is correct ?

(a) Lok Adalats have the jurisdiction to settle the matters at pre-litigative stage and not those matters
pending before any court
(b) Lok Adalats can deal with matters which are civil and not criminal in nature
(c) Every Lok Adalat consists of either serving or retired judicial officers only and not any other person
(d) None of the statements given above is correct

Answer: (d)

Lok Adalats can settle disputes both at the pre-litigation stage and those pending in courts, may take up civil
as well as compoundable criminal cases, and are constituted by judicial officers along with social
workers/other nominated persons. Therefore none of the three given statements is accurate.

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Computer & Information Technology easy

Q13. Consider the following :
1. Bluetooth device
2. Cordless phone
3. Microwave oven
4. Wi-Fi device
Which of the above can operate between 2.4 and 2.5 GHz range of radio-frequency band ?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 and 4 only
(c) 1, 2 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Answer: (d)

The 2.4–2.5 GHz ISM band is used worldwide by Bluetooth, many cordless phones (2.4 GHz models),
domestic microwave ovens (centered at 2.45 GHz), and Wi-Fi standards 802.11 b/g/n. Hence all four
devices listed can operate in this frequency range.

UPSC 2010 Geography › Indian Agriculture & Land Use moderate

Q14. Though coffee and tea both are cultivated on hill slopes, there is some difference between them
regarding their cultivation. In this context, consider the following statements :
1. Coffee plant requires a hot and humid climate of tropical areas whereas tea can be cultivated in both tropical
and subtropical areas.
2. Coffee is propagated by seeds but tea is propagated by stem cuttings only.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (a)

Coffee thrives in hot, humid tropical climates, whereas tea is successfully grown in both tropical and
subtropical high-rainfall regions such as the Himalayan foothills. While coffee is commonly raised from seed,
tea can be propagated by both seeds and vegetative cuttings, so the word "only" makes statement 2
incorrect.
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UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › International Trade & WTO moderate

Q15. In the context of the affairs of which of the following is the phrase “Special Safeguard Mechanisms”
mentioned in the news frequently ?

(a) United Nations Environment Programme
(b) World Trade Organisation
(c) ASEAN-India Free Trade Agreement
(d) G-20 Summits

Answer: (b)

“Special Safeguard Mechanism” (SSM) is a provision being negotiated under the World Trade Organisation’s
Agreement on Agriculture to let developing-country members temporarily raise tariffs to counter sudden
import surges or price falls. Hence, the phrase is associated with the WTO, not UNEP, ASEAN-FTA or G-20.
([wto.org](https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/negoti_mod1stdraft_e.htm?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Monetary Policy & Money Supply easy

Q16. Which of the following terms indicates a mechanism used by commercial banks for providing credit to the
government ?

(a) Cash Credit Ratio
(b) Debt Service Obligation
(c) Liquidity Adjustment Facility
(d) Statutory Liquidity Ratio

Answer: (d)

Under the Statutory Liquidity Ratio, banks must hold a fixed percentage of their net demand and time
liabilities in government-approved liquid assets (mainly Government securities). This mandatory investment
channels bank funds to the Government and thus acts as a mechanism through which banks provide credit
to the State. The other options refer to different monetary tools or concepts, not specifically to lending to the
Government. ([en.wikipedia.org](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statutory_liquidity_ratio?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › International Trade & WTO difficult

Q17. In order to comply with TRIPS Agreement, India enacted the Geographical Indications of Goods
(Registration & Protection) Act, 1999. The difference/differences between a “Trade Mark” and a Geographical
Indication is/are
1. A Trade Mark is an individual or a company’s right whereas a Geographical Indication is a community’s right.
2. A Trade Mark can be licensed whereas a Geographical Indication cannot be licensed.
3. A Trade Mark is assigned to the manufactured goods whereas the Geographical Indication is assigned to
the agricultural goods/products and handicrafts only.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (b)

1) A trade mark identifies and is owned by a specific person or company, while a Geographical Indication
(GI) denotes goods collectively produced in a particular area, so it is a community right. 2) Trade marks may
be licensed or assigned, but Section 24 of India’s GI Act prohibits assignment, transmission or licensing of a
GI; only ‘authorised users’ in the area may use it. 3) GIs are not confined to agricultural items; they also
cover manufactured and industrial goods and handicrafts (e.g., Kanchipuram silk, Kolhapuri chappal). Thus
statements 1 and 2 are correct, 3 is incorrect. ([interjusticelawfirm.com](https://interjusticelawfirm.com/en/tra
nsfer-of-intellectual-property-rights/?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › International Trade & WTO easy

Q18. The SEZ Act, 2005 which came into effect in February 2006 has certain objectives. In this context,
consider the following :
1. Development of infrastructure facilities.
2. Promotion of investment from foreign sources.
3. Promotion of exports of services only.
Which of the above are the objectives of this Act ?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (a)

The SEZ Act, 2005 aims at (i) developing world-class infrastructure, (ii) promoting investment—including
from foreign sources—and (iii) boosting exports of both goods and services. It is not limited to services
alone. Therefore objectives 1 and 2 are covered, while statement 3 is incorrect. ([commerce.gov.in](https://w
ww.commerce.gov.in/about-us/subordinate-offices/offices-of-development-commissioners-of-special-econo
mic-zones-sezs/?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Inflation & Price Indices easy

Q19. Which one of the following statements is an appropriate description of deflation ?

(a) It is a sudden fall in the value of a currency against other currencies
(b) It is a persistent recession in both the financial and real sectors of economy
(c) It is a persistent fall in the general price level of goods and services
(d) It is a fall in the rate of inflation over a period of time

Answer: (c)

Deflation is defined as a sustained (persistent) decrease in the general price level of goods and services,
i.e., inflation falling below zero. Option (c) states this precisely. Option (a) refers to currency depreciation, (b)
to a recession, and (d) to disinflation (a slower rise in prices). ([investopedia.com](https://www.investopedia.
com/ask/answers/032415/what-difference-between-deflation-and-disinflation.asp?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › Biodiversity & Conservation moderate

Q20. Consider the following statements :
1. Biodiversity hotspots are located only in tropical regions.
2. India has four biodiversity hotspots i.e., Eastern Himalayas, Western Himalayas, Western Ghats and
Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (d)

Hotspots are defined by endemism + threat, and several lie in temperate zones such as California Floristic
Province and the Mediterranean; hence statement 1 is wrong. India’s hotspots are Himalaya, Indo-Burma
(includes N-E and Andaman–Nicobar) and Western Ghats–Sri Lanka—Western Himalaya is not listed
separately and Andaman–Nicobar fall within Indo-Burma, so statement 2 is also wrong. Therefore neither
statement is correct.
([gktoday.in](https://www.gktoday.in/analysis-of-upsc-civil-services-2010-gs-paper-part-1/))
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UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Health & Diseases moderate

Q21. Widespread resistance of malarial parasite to drugs like chloroquine has prompted attempts to develop a
malarial vaccine to combat malaria. Why is it difficult to develop an effective malaria vaccine ?

(a) Malaria is caused by several species of Plasmodium
(b) Man does not develop immunity to malaria during natural infection
(c) Vaccines can be developed only against bacteria
(d) Man is only an intermediate host and not the definitive host

Answer: (b)

Unlike many viral or bacterial diseases, natural infection with Plasmodium does not generate long-lasting,
sterilising immunity in humans; partial immunity develops only after repeated attacks and is species- and
stage-specific. This weak naturally-acquired immunity makes it hard to design a vaccine that can elicit
complete protection, which is why option (b) states the key hurdle. Options (a), (c) and (d) are either only
partly relevant or incorrect.
([gktoday.in](https://www.gktoday.in/analysis-of-upsc-civil-services-2010-gs-paper-part-1/))

UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › Protected Areas & Wildlife moderate

Q22. Consider the following statements:
1. The boundaries of a National Park are defined by legislation.
2. A Biosphere Reserve is declared to conserve a few specific species of flora and fauna.
3. In a Wildlife Sanctuary, limited biotic interference is permitted.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (c)

Under the Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972 a National Park is finally notified and its boundary can be altered
only by a resolution of the State Legislature, so statement 1 is correct. Biosphere Reserves aim to conserve
entire ecosystems with core–buffer–transition zones, not merely a few species, so statement 2 is incorrect.
Wildlife Sanctuaries do permit regulated grazing, firewood collection etc.; hence statement 3 is correct. Thus
statements 1 and 3 only are right. ([edurev.in](https://edurev.in/t/203219/Geography-of-India-Solved-Questio
ns--2007-2010-?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › Pollution & Waste Management easy

Q23. A pesticide which is a chlorinated hydrocarbon is sprayed on a food crop. The food chain is: Food crop –
Rat – Snake – Hawk. In this food chain, the highest concentration of the pesticide would accumulate in which
one of the following?

(a) Food crop
(b) Rat
(c) Snake
(d) Hawk

Answer: (d)

Chlorinated hydrocarbons such as DDT are persistent and fat-soluble; their concentration rises at each
�t�r�o�p�h�i�c� �l�e�v�e�l� �(�b�i�o�m�a�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�t�i�o�n�)�.� �I�n� �t�h�e� �c�h�a�i�n� �f�o�o�d�-�c�r�o�p� !’� �r�a�t� !’� �s�n�a�k�e� !’� �h�a�w�k�,� �t�h�e� �h�a�w�k� �i�s� �t�h�e� �t�o�p� �p�r�e�d�a�t�o�r
and therefore accumulates the highest residue.
([gktoday.in](https://www.gktoday.in/analysis-of-upsc-civil-services-2010-gs-paper-part-ii/))
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UPSC 2010 Geography › Physical Geography & Geomorphology moderate

Q24. With reference to soil conservation, consider the following practices:
1. Crop rotation
2. Sand fences
3. Terracing
4. Wind breaks
Which of the above are considered appropriate methods for soil conservation in India?

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Answer: (d)

All four listed practices are recognised in India: crop rotation maintains soil structure and fertility; sand
fences (or brush-wood fencing) and wind-breaks reduce wind erosion in deserts/coasts; terracing checks
runoff on hill slopes. Hence every method (1-4) is appropriate.
([gktoday.in](https://www.gktoday.in/analysis-of-upsc-civil-services-2010-gs-paper-part-ii/))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Banking & Financial Sector moderate

Q25. With reference to the Non-banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) in India, consider the following
statements:
1. They cannot engage in the acquisition of securities issued by the government.
2. They cannot accept demand deposits like Savings Account.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (b)

NBFCs are permitted to conduct business that includes acquisition of shares, stocks, bonds and other
securities—including Government securities—so Statement 1 is incorrect. However, the RBI explicitly bars
NBFCs from accepting demand deposits such as savings or current-account money, hence Statement 2 is
correct. Therefore only Statement 2 is true.
([en.wikipedia.org](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NBFC_and_MFI_in_India))
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UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Fiscal Policy & Budget moderate

Q26. Which one of the following was NOT stipulated in the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act,
2003?

(a) Elimination of revenue deficit by the end of the fiscal year 2007-08
(b) Non-borrowing by the Central Government from Reserve Bank of India except under certain
circumstances
(c) Elimination of primary deficit by the end of the fiscal year 2008-09
(d) Fixing government guarantees in any financial year as a percentage of GDP

Answer: (c)

The FRBM Act mandated elimination of the revenue deficit by 31 March 2008, prohibited the Centre from
borrowing from the RBI except under special circumstances, and capped fresh sovereign guarantees at 0.5
% of GDP in any financial year. It did NOT call for elimination of the primary deficit; that term does not
appear among the statutory targets. Hence option (c) is the provision that was NOT stipulated. ([en.wikipedi
a.org](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiscal_Responsibility_and_Budget_Management_Act%2C_2003?utm_so
urce=openai))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Physics easy

Q27. Two trains leave New Delhi at the same time. One travels north at 60 kmph and the other travels south at
40 kmph. After how many hours will the trains be 150 km apart?

(a) 3/2
(b) 15/4
(c) 3/4
(d) 15/2

Answer: (a)

When two objects move in opposite directions, relative speed is the sum of their speeds: 60 km/h + 40 km/h
�=� �1�0�0� �k�m�/�h�.� �T�o� �b�e� �1�5�0� �k�m� �a�p�a�r�t� �t�h�e�y� �n�e�e�d� �1�5�0� �÷� �1�0�0� �=� �1�.�5� �h�o�u�r�s�,� �i�.�e�.�,� �3 D�2� �h�o�u�r�s�;� �s�o� �o�p�t�i�o�n� �(�a�)� �i�s� �c�o�r�r�e�c�t�.

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Quantitative Aptitude easy

Q28. A question paper had ten questions. Each question could only be answered as True (T) or False (F).
Each candidate answered all the questions. Yet, no two candidates wrote the answers in an identical
sequence. How many different sequences of answers are possible?

(a) 20
(b) 40
(c) 512
(d) 1024

Answer: (d)

Each of the 10 True/False questions can be answered in 2 ways, and choices are independent. Total distinct
�a�n�s�w�e�r� �s�e�q�u�e�n�c�e�s� �=� �2�¹ p� �=� �1�0�2�4�.� �T�h�e�r�e�f�o�r�e� �o�p�t�i�o�n� �(�d�)� �i�s� �c�o�r�r�e�c�t�.
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UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Financial Markets & Capital Markets easy

Q29. In the parlance of financial investments, the term ‘bear’ denotes

(a) An investor who feels that the price of a particular security is going to fall
(b) An investor who expects the price of particular shares to rise
(c) A shareholder or a bondholder who has an interest in a company, financial or otherwise
(d) Any lender whether by making a loan or buying a bond

Answer: (a)

In market jargon a ‘bear’ (or bearish investor) is one who expects the price of a security or the market to
decline and positions accordingly, e.g., by short-selling; hence option (a) is correct, while option (b)
describes a ‘bull’.
([investopedia.com](https://www.investopedia.com/terms/b/bull-position.asp?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › External Sector & Balance Of Payments moderate

Q30. A great deal of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) to India comes from Mauritius than from many major and
mature economies like UK and France. Why?

(a) India has preference for certain countries as regards receiving FDI
(b) India has double taxation avoidance agreement with Mauritius
(c) Most citizens of Mauritius have ethnic identity with India and so they feel secure to invest in India
(d) Impending dangers of global climatic change prompt Mauritius to make huge investments in India

Answer: (b)

Investors route funds via Mauritius because the India–Mauritius Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement
(DTAA) exempts capital-gains tax in India for Mauritian-resident companies; this fiscal advantage makes
Mauritius the largest conduit of FDI. There is no official country-preference, ethnic link or climate motive
involved. ([gktoday.in](https://www.gktoday.in/analysis-of-upsc-civil-services-2010-gs-paper-part-ii/))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Logical Reasoning & Puzzles moderate

Q31. Six books A, B, C, D, E and F are placed side by side. B, C and E have blue cover and the other books
have red cover. Only D and F are new books and the rest are old. A, C and D are law reports and others are
Gazetters. What book is a new law report with a red colour?

(a) A
(b) B
(c) C
(d) D

Answer: (d)

Only book D is simultaneously (i) new, (ii) a law report, and (iii) red-covered: the ‘new’ condition limits
choices to D or F; among these, only D is a law report and it has a red cover (B C E are blue). Hence option
D. ([gktoday.in](https://www.gktoday.in/analysis-of-upsc-civil-services-2010-gs-paper-part-ii/))
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UPSC 2010 Geography › Indian Agriculture & Land Use moderate

Q32. Following are the characteristics of an area in India:
1. Hot and humid climate
2. Annual rainfall 200 cm
3. Hill slopes up to an altitude of 1100 metres
4. Annual range of temperature 15 °C to 30 °C
Which one among the following crops are you most likely to find in the area described above?

(a) Mustard
(b) Cotton
(c) Pepper
(d) Virginia tobacco

Answer: (c)

The described hot-humid hills (15-30 °C, >200 cm rain up to 1100 m) match the ecology of black pepper
cultivation in the Western Ghats and parts of the Northeast. Cotton, mustard and Virginia tobacco require
much drier or cooler regimes, so pepper fits best.
([gktoday.in](https://www.gktoday.in/analysis-of-upsc-civil-services-2010-gs-paper-part-ii/))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Quantitative Aptitude easy

Q33. Running at a speed of 60 km per hour, a train passed through a 1.5 km long tunnel in two minutes. What
is the length of the train?

(a) 250 m
(b) 500 m
(c) 1000 m
(d) 1500 m

Answer: (b)

�S�p�e�e�d� �6�0� �k�m� �h {�¹� �=� �5�0 D�3� �m� �s {�¹�.� �I�n� �2� �m�i�n� �(�1�2�0� �s�)� �d�i�s�t�a�n�c�e� �c�o�v�e�r�e�d� �=� �5�0 D�3� �×� �1�2�0� �=� �2�0�0�0� �m�.� �D�i�s�t�a�n�c�e� �=
tunnel length (1500 m) + train length (L). Therefore L = 2000 – 1500 = 500 m. ([testbook.com](https://testbo
ok.com/question-answer/running-at-a-speed-of-60-km-per-hour-a-train-pass--607ffaa2df0244966307101c?u
tm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Physics easy

Q34. India-based Neutrino Observatory is included by the Planning Commission as a mega science project
under the 11th Five-Year Plan. In this context, consider the following statements:
1. Neutrinos are chargeless elementary particles that travel close to the speed of light.
2. Neutrinos are created in nuclear reactions of beta decay.
3. Neutrinos have a negligible, but non-zero mass.
4. Trillions of Neutrinos pass through human body every second.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only
(c) 2, 3 and 4
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Answer: (d)

�N�e�u�t�r�i�n�o�s� �a�r�e� �n�e�u�t�r�a�l� �l�e�p�t�o�n�s� �t�h�a�t� �m�o�v�e� �n�e�a�r� �l�i�g�h�t� �s�p�e�e�d�,� �a�r�e� �p�r�o�d�u�c�e�d� �i�n� �²�-�d�e�c�a�y� �r�e�a�c�t�i�o�n�s�,� �p�o�s�s�e�s�s� �a� �t�i�n�y
yet non-zero mass (established via oscillation experiments), and solar/cosmic sources create a flux of
trillions through each human per second. Hence all four statements are correct.
([gktoday.in](https://www.gktoday.in/analysis-of-upsc-civil-services-2010-gs-paper-part-ii/))
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UPSC 2010 Indian Polity › Directive Principles Of State Policy moderate

Q35. The “Instrument of Instructions” contained in the Government of India Act 1935 have been incorporated
in the Constitution of India in the year 1950 as

(a) Fundamental Rights
(b) Directive Principles of State Policy
(c) Extent of executive power of State
(d) Conduct of business of the Government of India

Answer: (b)

The Government of India Act, 1935 included “Instruments of Instructions” to guide the executive; these were
carried over into the Constitution of India as the Directive Principles of State Policy in Part IV (Articles
36-51), not as Fundamental Rights or other provisions. ([sarthaks.com](https://www.sarthaks.com/2715749/i
nstrument-instructions-contained-government-india-incorporated-constitution-india?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Energy & Environment easy

Q36. Hydrogen fuel-cell vehicles produce one of the following as “exhaust”.

�(�a�)� �N�H ƒ
�(�b�)� �C�H „
�(�c�)� �H ‚�O
�(�d�)� �H ‚�O ‚

Answer: (c)

In a proton-exchange-membrane fuel-cell vehicle, hydrogen reacts with oxygen to generate electricity and
�t�h�e� �o�n�l�y� �b�y�-�p�r�o�d�u�c�t� �i�s� �w�a�t�e�r� �v�a�p�o�u�r� �(�H ‚�O�)�,� �w�h�i�c�h� �e�x�i�t�s� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �t�h�e� �e�x�h�a�u�s�t�;� �n�o� �a�m�m�o�n�i�a�,� �m�e�t�h�a�n�e�,� �o�r
hydrogen peroxide is produced.
([energy.gov](https://www.energy.gov/eere/fuelcells/water-emissions-fuel-cell-vehicles?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Health & Diseases moderate

Q37. Recently, LASIK (Laser Assisted In-Situ Keratomileusis) procedure is being made popular for vision
correction. Which one of the following statements in this context is not correct?

(a) LASIK procedure is used to correct refractive errors of the eye
(b) It is a procedure that permanently changes the shapes of the cornea
(c) It reduces a person’s dependence on glasses or contact lenses
(d) It is a procedure that can be done on the person of any age

Answer: (d)

LASIK permanently reshapes the cornea to correct refractive errors and usually reduces dependence on
spectacles, but it is NOT performed on persons of any age: FDA guidelines set 18 years as the minimum
because the refractive power must be stable; hence option (d) is incorrect while the other three statements
are correct.
([lasik.com](https://www.lasik.com/age-requirements-for-lasik-eye-surgery/?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › Pollution & Waste Management easy

Q38. Consider the following:
1. Oxides of Hydrogen
2. Oxides of Nitrogen
3. Oxides of Sulphur
Which of the above causes/cause acid rain?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (c)

�A�c�i�d� �r�a�i�n� �f�o�r�m�s� �w�h�e�n� �e�m�i�s�s�i�o�n�s� �o�f� �s�u�l�f�u�r� �d�i�o�x�i�d�e� �(�S�O ‚�)� �a�n�d� �n�i�t�r�o�g�e�n� �o�x�i�d�e�s� �(�N�O “�)� �r�e�a�c�t� �w�i�t�h� �a�t�m�o�s�p�h�e�r�i�c
moisture to produce sulfuric and nitric acids; oxides of hydrogen (water) do not contribute. Therefore only
oxides of nitrogen and sulfur (2 and 3) are responsible.
([britannica.com](https://www.britannica.com/science/What-Causes-Acid-Rain?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Logical Reasoning & Puzzles moderate

Q39. Six persons M, N, O, P, Q and R are sitting in two rows, three in each. Q is not at the end of any row. P is
second to the left of R. O is the neighbour of Q and is sitting diagonally opposite to P. N is the neighbour of R.
On the basis of above information, who is facing N?

(a) R
(b) Q
(c) P
(d) M

Answer: (b)

Drawing the two facing rows (three seats each) satisfying all clues—P two seats to R’s left (so P and R
occupy opposite ends), O next to Q and diagonally opposite P, Q in a middle seat, and N beside R—gives
the layout: Row 1 (O Q M) facing Row 2 (R P N). The person directly facing N is Q. ([testbook.com](https://t
estbook.com/question-answer/six-persons-m-n-o-p-q-and-r-are-sitting-in-two--60801d06907e7564c1c27600
?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Quantitative Aptitude easy

Q40. A person X has four notes of Rupee 1, 2, 5 and 10 denomination. The number of different sums of money
she can form from them is

(a) 16
(b) 15
(c) 12
(d) 8

Answer: (b)

�E�a�c�h� �o�f� �t�h�e� �f�o�u�r� �d�i�s�t�i�n�c�t� �n�o�t�e�s� �( ¹�1�,� �2�,� �5�,� �1�0�)� �c�a�n� �b�e� �e�i�t�h�e�r� �t�a�k�e�n� �o�r� �n�o�t� �t�a�k�e�n�,� �g�i�v�i�n�g� �2 t� �=� �1�6� �s�u�b�s�e�t�s�;
excluding the empty subset (no money) leaves 15 distinct sums. Hence option (b) is correct. ([rishiupsc.com
](https://rishiupsc.com/upsc-prelims-question-paper-2010-with-answers/?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › International Institutions & Reports moderate

Q41. Consider the following countries:
1. Brazil
2. Mexico
3. South Africa
According to UNCTAD, which of the above is/are categorized as “Emerging Economies”?

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (d)

UNCTAD’s ‘emerging economies’ (also called Big Emerging Markets) list includes Brazil, Mexico and South
Africa; therefore all three countries in the question fall under the category, making option (d) correct. ([studoc
u.com](https://www.studocu.com/in/document/karnataka-state-law-university/llb-3-years/prelims-general-stu
dies-2010-answer-key/27145276?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › International Institutions & Reports easy

Q42. Which one of the following is not related to United Nations?

(a) Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency
(b) International Finance Corporation
(c) International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes
(d) Bank for International Settlements

Answer: (d)

MIGA, IFC and ICSID are specialised agencies/affiliates within the World Bank Group, which itself is part of
the UN system. The Bank for International Settlements is an independent institution for central-bank
cooperation and has no UN affiliation, so option (d) is the one not related to the United Nations.
([bissoy.com](https://www.bissoy.com/mcq/1040348?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › National Income & Economic Growth moderate

Q43. In the context of Indian economy, consider the following pairs:
                Term                     –  Most appropriate description
1. Melt down          –  Fall in stock prices
2. Recession            –  Fall in growth rate
3. Slow down        –  Fall in GDP
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (a)

‘Meltdown’ is popularly used for a sharp crash in stock or asset prices, so pair 1 is correct. A ‘recession’ is
defined by an absolute decline in GDP (negative growth for two consecutive quarters), not merely a lower
growth rate, and a ‘slowdown’ denotes only a deceleration of positive growth, not a fall in GDP; thus pairs 2
and 3 are incorrect. Hence only pair 1 is correctly matched. ([testbook.com](https://testbook.com/question-a
nswer/in-the-context-of-the-indian-economy-consider-the--60802212089e88d80ea35e6b?utm_source=open
ai))
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UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › National Income & Economic Growth moderate

Q44. With reference to BRIC countries, consider the following statements:
1. At present, China’s GDP is more than the combined GDP of all the three other countries.
2. China’s population is more than the combined population of any two other countries.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (a)

In 2009-10 China’s nominal GDP (~US $5 trn) exceeded the combined GDP of Brazil, Russia and India
(~US $4 trn), so statement 1 is true. China’s population (~1.34 bn) was NOT larger than the combined
�p�o�p�u�l�a�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �I�n�d�i�a� �p�l�u�s� �e�i�t�h�e�r� �B�r�a�z�i�l� �o�r� �R�u�s�s�i�a� �(�e�.�g�.�,� �I�n�d�i�a� �+� �B�r�a�z�i�l� "H� �1�.�3�7� �b�n�)�;� �t�h�e�r�e�f�o�r�e� �s�t�a�t�e�m�e�n�t� �2� �i�s� �f�a�l�s�e�.
Hence only statement 1 is correct, making option (a) the right choice. ([testbook.com](https://testbook.com/q
uestion-answer/with-reference-to-bric-countries-consider-the-fol--60802321420a3434062b4ae3?utm_source
=openai))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › International Institutions & Reports easy

Q45. Which of the following is/are treated as artificial currency?

(a) ADR
(b) GDR
(c) SDR
(d) Both ADR and SDR

Answer: (c)

Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) are reserve assets created by the IMF and are often described as an
international ‘artificial currency’. ADRs and GDRs are depositary receipts representing equity and are not
currencies. Hence only SDR qualifies.
([imf.org](https://www.imf.org/en/topics/special-drawing-right?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Current Affairs › International Organisations & Groupings moderate

Q46. Stiglitz Commission established by the President of the United Nations General Assembly was in the
international news. The commission was supposed to deal with

(a) The challenges posed by the impending global climate change and prepare a road map
(b) The workings of the global financial systems and to explore ways and means to secure a more
sustainable global order
(c) Global terrorism and prepare a global action plan for the mitigation of terrorism
(d) Expansion of the United Nations Security Council in the present global scenario

Answer: (b)

The Commission of Experts chaired by Nobel laureate Joseph Stiglitz was convened by the President of the
UN General Assembly to review the workings of the global financial system and recommend steps for a
more sustainable and just economic order. Therefore option (b) is correct; the commission was unrelated to
climate change, terrorism or UNSC reform. ([en.wikipedia.org](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commission_of_
Experts_on_Reforms_of_the_International_Monetary_and_Financial_System?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Geography › Economic & Mineral Geography moderate

Q47. With reference to the mineral resources of India, consider the following pairs:
Mineral — 90% Natural sources in
1. Copper  —  Jharkhand
2. Nickel   —  Orissa
3. Tungsten —  Kerala
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (b)

About 92 % of India’s nickel resources lie in Odisha (Sukinda and adjoining belts), so pair 2 is correct. Only
~19 % of copper ore reserves are in Jharkhand while around 50 % are in Rajasthan, making pair 1 wrong.
�I�n�d�i�a�’�s� �m�a�j�o�r� �t�u�n�g�s�t�e�n� �r�e�s�o�u�r�c�e�s� �a�r�e� �i�n� �K�a�r�n�a�t�a�k�a� �("H�4�2� �%�)� �a�n�d� �R�a�j�a�s�t�h�a�n� �("H�2�7� �%�)�;� �K�e�r�a�l�a� �h�a�s� �n�e�g�l�i�g�i�b�l�e
reserves, so pair 3 is wrong. Thus only pair 2 matches. ([odishaminerals.gov.in](https://odishaminerals.gov.i
n/IndustryWindow/GrowthPotential?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › International Trade & WTO easy

Q48. As regards the use of international food safety standards as reference point for the dispute settlements,
which one of the following does WTO collaborate with?

(a) Codex Alimentarius Commission
(b) International Federation of Standards Users
(c) International Organization for Standardization
(d) World Standards Cooperation

Answer: (a)

Under the WTO’s Agreement on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures, the body collaborates with the
FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission for international food-safety standards used in dispute
settlement. The other organizations listed are not specified in the SPS Agreement for this purpose.
([wto.org](https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/coher_e/wto_codex_e.htm?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Agriculture & Rural Development easy

Q49. An objective of the National Food Security Mission is to increase the production of certain crops through
area expansion and productivity enhancement in a sustainable manner in the identified districts of the country.
What are those crops?

(a) Rice and wheat only
(b) Rice, wheat and pulses only
(c) Rice, wheat, pulses and oilseeds only
(d) Rice, wheat, pulses, oilseeds and vegetables

Answer: (b)

NFSM, launched in 2007-08, originally targeted additional production of rice, wheat and pulses through area
expansion and productivity improvement; oilseeds and vegetables were not part of its initial crop basket.
Hence option (b) is correct.
([pib.gov.in](https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1698199&utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Banking & Financial Sector easy

Q50. In India, the interest rate on savings accounts in all the nationalized commercial banks is fixed by

(a) Union Ministry of Finance
(b) Union Finance Commission
(c) Indian Banks’ Association
(d) None of the above

Answer: (d)

Till October 2011 the interest rate payable on savings-bank deposits was administered by the Reserve Bank
of India, not by the Finance Ministry, Finance Commission or the Indian Banks’ Association. Because RBI is
not among the options, “None of the above” is correct. Options (a), (b) and (c) are incorrect because neither
the Ministry, nor the Finance Commission, nor the IBA had statutory authority to fix these rates. ([upscgsped
ia.com](https://upscgspedia.com/upsc-prelims-economy-pyqs-money-banking/?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Modern History › Constitutional Developments & British Plans (1909-1947) easy

Q51. With reference to Simon Commission’s recommendations, which one of the following statements is
correct?

(a) It recommended the replacement of diarchy with responsible government in the provinces
(b) It proposed the setting up of inter-provincial council under the Home Department
(c) It suggested the abolition of bicameral legislature at the Centre
(d) It recommended the creation of Indian Police Service, with a provision for increased pay and allowances
for British recruits as compared to Indian recruits

Answer: (a)

The Simon Commission Report (1930) recommended that diarchy in the provinces be abolished and
replaced by full-fledged responsible government with ministers answerable to provincial legislatures. It did
not emphasise an inter-provincial council, abolition of bicameralism, or differential pay for an Indian Police
Service, so options (b), (c) and (d) are wrong. ([sarthaks.com](https://www.sarthaks.com/2716549/with-refer
ence-simon-commissions-recommendations-which-following-statements-correct?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Modern History › Early Nationalism & Indian National Congress (1885-1915) moderate

Q52. Four resolutions were passed at the famous Calcutta session of Indian National Congress in 1906. The
question of either retention OR of rejection of these four resolutions became the cause of a split in Congress at
the next Congress session held in Surat in 1907. Which one of the following was not one of those resolutions?

(a) Annulment of partition of Bengal
(b) Boycott
(c) National education
(d) Swadeshi

Answer: (a)

At Calcutta (1906) Congress adopted four militant resolutions—Swaraj (self-government), Swadeshi,
Boycott, and National Education. The demand for immediate annulment of the partition of Bengal, though
central to the movement, was not one of the four resolutions that later provoked the Surat split; hence option
(a) is not included and is the correct choice. Options (b), (c) and (d) were explicitly part of the four
resolutions. ([prepp.in](https://prepp.in/question/four-resolutions-were-passed-at-the-famous-calcutt-6453b5
753c1bc691f01fa330?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Quantitative Aptitude easy

Q53. Two numbers X and Y are respectively 20% and 28% less than a third number Z. By what percentage is
the number Y less than the number X?

(a) 8%
(b) 9%
(c) 10%
(d) 12%

Answer: (c)

�L�e�t� �Z� �=� �1�0�0�.� �T�h�e�n� �X� �=� �1�0�0� "�� �2�0� �=� �8�0� �a�n�d� �Y� �=� �1�0�0� "�� �2�8� �=� �7�2�.� �T�h�e� �s�h�o�r�t�f�a�l�l� �o�f� �Y� �f�r�o�m� �X� �i�s� �8�0� "�� �7�2� �=� �8�.
�E�x�p�r�e�s�s�e�d� �a�s� �a� �p�e�r�c�e�n�t�a�g�e� �o�f� �X�:� �(�8 D�8�0�)� �×� �1�0�0� �=� �1�0� �%�.� �H�e�n�c�e� �Y� �i�s� �1�0� �%� �l�e�s�s� �t�h�a�n� �X�;� �o�p�t�i�o�n� �(�c�)� �i�s� �c�o�r�r�e�c�t�.
Other options mis-compute the percentage difference.

UPSC 2010 Modern History › Constitutional Developments & British Plans (1909-1947) moderate

Q54. After Quit India Movement, C. Rajagopalachari issued a pamphlet entitled "The Way Out". Which one of
the following was a proposal in this pamphlet?

(a) The establishment of a “War Advisory Council” composed of representatives of British India and the
Indian States
(b) Reconstitution of the Central Executive Council in such a way that all its members, except the Governor
General and the Commander-in-Chief should be Indian leaders
(c) Fresh elections to the Central and Provincial Legislatures to be held at the end of 1945 and the
Constitution making body to be convened as soon as possible
(d) A solution for the constitutional deadlock

Answer: (d)

Rajagopalachari’s pamphlet ‘The Way Out’ (1942-44) put forward the C.R. Formula, offering
Congress–League cooperation and a plebiscite-based partition plan as a way to resolve the constitutional
deadlock between the two parties. It was not about creating a War Advisory Council, reshaping the
Viceroy’s Executive Council, or scheduling fresh elections; therefore (a), (b) and (c) are incorrect while (d) is
correct. ([chronicleindia.in](https://www.chronicleindia.in/online-magazine/archive-csce-october-2024/c-r-for
mula-1944?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Art & Culture › Painting & Visual Arts easy

Q55. There are only two known examples of cave paintings of the Gupta period in ancient India. One of these
is paintings of Ajanta caves. Where is the other surviving example of Gupta paintings?

(a) Bagh caves
(b) Ellora caves
(c) Lomas Rishi cave
(d) Nasik caves

Answer: (a)

Apart from Ajanta, the only other surviving set of Gupta-era mural paintings is found in the Bagh caves
(Dhar district, Madhya Pradesh), dating to c. 5th century CE. Ellora’s paintings are later (post-Gupta), while
Lomas Rishi and Nasik contain either Mauryan or early-historic carvings but no confirmed Gupta paintings.
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UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › International Environmental Treaties & Summits easy

Q56. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is an international treaty
drawn at

(a) United Nations’ Conference on the Human Environment, Stockholm, 1972
(b) UN Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro, 1992
(c) World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, 2002
(d) UN Climate Change Conference, Copenhagen, 2009

Answer: (b)

The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was opened for signature at the UN
Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) held in Rio de Janeiro from 3–14 June 1992 (Earth
Summit). It did not originate at the 1972 Stockholm meet, the 2002 Johannesburg summit, or the 2009
Copenhagen COP.

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Biotechnology & Genetics moderate

Q57. Which bacterial strain, developed from natural isolates by genetic manipulations, can be used for treating
oil spills ?

(a) Agrobacterium
(b) Clostridium
(c) Nitrosomonas
(d) Pseudomonas

Answer: (d)

Genetically manipulated strains of Pseudomonas (notably Pseudomonas putida developed by Dr. A. M.
Chakrabarty) carry multiple hydrocarbon-degrading plasmids and are patented for cleaning up oil spills.
Agrobacterium is used in plant engineering, Clostridium in anaerobic fermentation, and Nitrosomonas in
nitrification, none being engineered ‘superbugs’ for oil.

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Biotechnology & Genetics easy

Q58. Which feature of some species of blue-green algae helps promote them as bio-fertilizers ?

(a) They convert atmospheric methane into ammonia which the crop plants can absorb readily.
(b) They induce the crop plants to produce the enzymes which help convert atmospheric nitrogen to nitrates.
(c) They have the mechanism to convert atmospheric nitrogen into a form that the crop plants can absorb
readily.
(d) They induce the roots of the crop plants to absorb the soil nitrates in larger quantities.

Answer: (c)

Certain blue-green algae (cyanobacteria such as Anabaena and Nostoc) possess heterocysts that fix
�a�t�m�o�s�p�h�e�r�i�c� �N ‚� �i�n�t�o� �a�m�m�o�n�i�a�,� �s�u�p�p�l�y�i�n�g� �u�s�a�b�l�e� �n�i�t�r�o�g�e�n� �t�o� �c�r�o�p�s� �l�i�k�e� �r�i�c�e�.� �T�h�e�y� �d�o� �n�o�t� �a�c�t� �o�n� �m�e�t�h�a�n�e�,
induce plant enzymes, or merely enhance nitrate uptake; direct biological nitrogen fixation is the key feature.
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UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › International Environmental Treaties & Summits moderate

Q59. India is a party to the Ramsar Convention and has declared many areas as Ramsar Sites. Which of the
following statements best describes how we should maintain these sites in the context of this Convention?

(a) Keep all the sites completely inaccessible to man so that they will not be exploited.
(b) Conserve all the sites through ecosystem approach and permit tourism and recreation only.
(c) Conserve all the sites through ecosystem approach for a period without any exploitation, with specific
criteria and specific period for each site, and then allow sustainable use of them by future generations.
(d) Conserve all the sites through ecosystem approach and allow their simultaneous sustainable use.

Answer: (d)

Under Article 3 and subsequent ‘wise use’ guidelines, Parties must conserve the ecological character of all
wetlands through an ecosystem approach while permitting their simultaneous sustainable use. The
Convention does not demand total exclusion of humans (a), restrict sites only to tourism (b), or mandate a
fixed moratorium before use (c).

UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › Renewable Energy & Green Technologies moderate

Q60. Other than Jatropha curcas, why is Pongamia pinnata also considered a good option for the production of
bio-diesel in India?
1. Pongamia pinnata grows naturally in most of the arid regions of India.
2. The seeds of Pongamia pinnata are rich in lipid content of which nearly half is oleic acid.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (c)

Pongamia pinnata is a hardy, drought-tolerant leguminous tree that grows naturally across much of
dry-land/sem-arid India, making it suitable for marginal arid zones. Its seed oil typically contains ~47–60 %
oleic acid, giving a high lipid/mono-unsaturated profile ideal for biodiesel production([researchgate.net](https
://www.researchgate.net/publication/225255623_Development_of_Pongamia_pinnata_as_an_alternative_bi
ofuel_crop_-_current_status_and_scope_of_plantations_in_India?utm_source=openai)).
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UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › Climate Change & Greenhouse Gases moderate

Q61. Due to their extensive rice cultivation, some regions may be contributing to global warming. To what
possible reason/reasons is this attributable?
1. The anaerobic conditions associated with rice cultivation cause the emission of methane.
2. When nitrogen based fertilizers are used, nitrous oxide is emitted from the cultivated soil.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (a)

Continuously flooded rice paddies create anaerobic soil conditions that favour methanogenic bacteria, so
�r�i�c�e� �c�u�l�t�i�v�a�t�i�o�n� �i�s� �a� �m�a�j�o�r� �a�n�t�h�r�o�p�o�g�e�n�i�c� �s�o�u�r�c�e� �o�f� �C�H „�.� �I�n� �c�o�n�t�r�a�s�t�,� �n�i�t�r�o�u�s�-�o�x�i�d�e� �(�N ‚�O�)� �p�e�a�k�s� �a�r�i�s�e� �m�a�i�n�l�y
from aerobic nitrification/denitrification after heavy N-fertilizer use in upland soils; under the strictly
�a�n�a�e�r�o�b�i�c� �c�o�n�d�i�t�i�o�n�s� �o�f� �f�l�o�o�d�e�d� �p�a�d�d�y� �t�h�i�s� �p�a�t�h�w�a�y� �i�s� �l�i�m�i�t�e�d�,� �s�o� �l�a�r�g�e� �N ‚�O� �e�m�i�s�s�i�o�n�s� �a�r�e� �n�o�t� �c�h�a�r�a�c�t�e�r�i�s�t�i�c�.
Hence only statement 1 is
correct([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010)).

UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › Environmental Governance & Legislation moderate

Q62. Sustainable development is described as the development that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. In this perspective, inherently the
concept of sustainable development is intertwined with which of the following concepts ?

(a) Social justice and empowerment
(b) Inclusive Growth
(c) Globalization
(d) Carrying capacity

Answer: (d)

The Brundtland definition links sustainability to using natural resources at rates that do not exceed the
environment’s ‘carrying capacity’—the maximum level an ecosystem can support without degradation.
Social justice, inclusive growth or globalisation are relevant but not inherent to the definitional core, whereas
carrying capacity is explicitly intertwined with the concept of sustainable development([iasexamportal.com](h
ttps://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010)).

UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › Renewable Energy & Green Technologies easy

Q63. Given below are the names of four energy crops. Which one of them can be cultivated for ethanol ?

(a) Jatropha
(b) Maize
(c) Pongamia
(d) Sunflower

Answer: (b)

Ethanol is commercially produced from starch-rich grain crops; in India and worldwide, maize (corn) is the
principal feedstock because its kernels are ~60 % starch that can be hydrolysed and fermented. Jatropha,
Pongamia and sunflower are oil-seed crops suited to biodiesel, not ethanol. Therefore maize is the correct
energy crop for ethanol cultivation([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Stud
ies-Solution-CSP-2010)).



UnlockIAS | www.unlockias.in/upsc-prelims-pyq

UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › Protected Areas & Wildlife moderate

Q64. Consider the following pairs:
Protected area — Well-known for
1. Bhitarkanika, Orissa — Salt Water Crocodile
2. Desert National Park, Rajasthan — Great Indian Bustard
3. Eravikulam, Kerala — Hoolak Gibbon
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched ?

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (b)

Bhitarkanika National Park in Odisha is famous for its sizeable population of salt-water crocodiles, and
Desert National Park in Rajasthan is a stronghold of the critically endangered Great Indian Bustard, so pairs
1 and 2 are correctly matched. Eravikulam National Park, however, is noted for the Nilgiri tahr—not the
Hoolock gibbon (which occurs in Northeast India). Hence only pairs 1 and 2 are correct([v1.wii.gov.in](https:/
/v1.wii.gov.in/nmcg/priority-species/reptiles/salt-water-crocodile?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › Ecosystems & Ecology Concepts easy

Q65. Some species of plants are insectivorous. Why ?

(a) Their growth in shady and dark places does not allow them to undertake sufficient photosynthesis and
thus they depend on insects for nutrition.
(b) They are adapted to grow in nitrogen deficient soils and thus depend on insects for sufficient nitrogenous
nutrition.
(c) They cannot synthesize certain vitamins themselves and depend on the insects digested by them.
(d) They have remained in that particular stage of evolution as living fossils, a link between autotrophs and
heterotrophs.

Answer: (b)

Carnivorous plants typically grow in bogs and other nitrogen-poor soils; by digesting insects they obtain the
nitrogen compounds that the soil cannot supply, enabling normal protein synthesis and growth. Low light or
vitamin needs are not the cause, and they are not ‘living fossils’.
([en.wikipedia.org](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venus_flytrap?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Quantitative Aptitude easy

Q66. A person travelled a distance of 50 km in 8 hours. He covered a part of the distance on foot at the rate of
4 km per hour and a part on a bicycle at the rate of 10 km per hour. How much distance did he travel on foot ?

(a) 10 km
(b) 20 km
(c) 30 km
(d) 40 km

Answer: (b)

�L�e�t� �t�h�e� �w�a�l�k�i�n�g� �d�i�s�t�a�n�c�e� �b�e� �x� �k�m�.� � �T�i�m�e� �t�a�k�e�n� �=� �x�/�4� �+� �(�5�0� "�� �x�)�/�1�0� �h�o�u�r�s� �=� �8�.� �S�o�l�v�i�n�g� �g�i�v�e�s� �5�x�+�1�0�0�–�2�x� �=� �1�6�0
!Ò� �3�x� �=� �6�0� !Ò� �x� �=� �2�0� �k�m�.� � �H�e�n�c�e� �h�e� �w�a�l�k�e�d� �2�0� �k�m� �a�n�d� �c�y�c�l�e�d� �t�h�e� �r�e�m�a�i�n�i�n�g� �3�0� �k�m�.
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UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Fiscal Policy & Budget moderate

Q67. In the context of governance, consider the following :
1. Encouraging Foreign Direct Investment inflows
2. Privatization of higher educational Institutions
3. Down-sizing of bureaucracy
4. Selling/off-loading the shares of Public Sector Undertakings
Which of the above can be used as measures to control the fiscal deficit in India ?

(a) 1, 2 and 3
(b) 2, 3 and 4
(c) 1, 2 and 4
(d) 3 and 4 only

Answer: (b)

Reducing expenditure (privatising higher-education institutions, downsizing bureaucracy) and raising
non-tax capital receipts (selling/disinvesting PSU shares) directly improve the government’s fiscal balance. 
Encouraging FDI affects private capital flows, not the Union government’s budget, so it does not lower the
fiscal deficit.
([rbi.org.in](https://www.rbi.org.in/scripts/BS_ViewBulletin.aspx?Id=21781&utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Geography › Population & Demography moderate

Q68. As per the UN-Habitat's Global Report on Human Settlements 2009, which one among the following
regions has shown the fastest growth rate of urbanization in the last three decades?

(a) Asia
(b) Europe
(c) Latin America and Caribbean
(d) North America

Answer: (a)

UN-Habitat’s Global Report on Human Settlements 2009 notes that Asia has been undergoing the most
rapid demographic shift toward cities, with urban population growth far outpacing that of Europe, North
America, or Latin America-Caribbean over the previous three decades.
([press.un.org](https://press.un.org/en/2008/081027_habitat.doc.htm?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › Ecosystems & Ecology Concepts easy

Q69. In India, which type of forest among the following occupies the largest area?

(a) Montane Wet Temperate Forest
(b) Sub-tropical Dry Evergreen Forest
(c) Tropical Moist Deciduous Forest
(d) Tropical Wet Evergreen Forest

Answer: (c)

Among Champion-&-Seth forest classes, Tropical Moist Deciduous Forests cover the greatest extent (about
38 % of India’s total forest area), stretching across the wetter flanks of the Deccan Plateau, eastern India
and the lower Himalayan slopes. Other formations such as montane temperate, dry evergreen or wet
evergreen occupy much smaller areas. ([sawaal.com](https://www.sawaal.com/indian-geography-question-a
nd-answers/in-india-which-type-of-forest-among-the-following-occupies-the-largest-area-_10331?utm_sourc
e=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Economic Planning & Five-Year Plans moderate

Q70. Inclusive growth as enunciated in the Eleventh Five Year Plan does NOT include one of the following:

(a) Reduction of poverty
(b) Extension of employment opportunities
(c) Strengthening of capital market
(d) Reduction of gender inequality

Answer: (c)

The Eleventh Plan’s idea of inclusive growth aimed at poverty reduction, expanding employment and
narrowing social (including gender) gaps; it did not list strengthening the capital market as an element,
hence option (c) is excluded. ([testbook.com](https://testbook.com/question-answer/inclusive-growth-as-enu
nciated-in-the-eleventh-fiv--6080345676d4833dffae06ff?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Quantitative Aptitude moderate

Q71. How many numbers from 0 to 999 are NOT divisible by either 5 or 7?

(a) 313
(b) 341
(c) 686
(d) 786

Answer: (c)

�F�r�o�m� �0�–�9�9�9� �t�h�e�r�e� �a�r�e� �1�,�0�0�0� �n�u�m�b�e�r�s�.� �M�u�l�t�i�p�l�e�s� �o�f� �5� �=� �1�,�0�0�0� �÷� �5� �=� �2�0�0�;� �m�u�l�t�i�p�l�e�s� �o�f� �7� �=� #
�9�9�9�/�7#��+�1� �=� �1�4�3�;
�m�u�l�t�i�p�l�e�s� �o�f� �b�o�t�h� �(�L�C�M� �3�5�)� �=� #
�9�9�9�/�3�5#��+�1� �=� �2�9�.� �U�s�i�n�g� �i�n�c�l�u�s�i�o�n�-�e�x�c�l�u�s�i�o�n�,� �n�u�m�b�e�r�s� �d�i�v�i�s�i�b�l�e� �b�y� �5� �o�r� �7� �=
�2�0�0�+�1�4�3�–�2�9� �=� �3�1�4�;� �t�h�e�r�e�f�o�r�e� �n�o�t� �d�i�v�i�s�i�b�l�e� �b�y� �e�i�t�h�e�r� �=� �1�,�0�0�0�–�3�1�4� �=� �6�8�6� !’� �o�p�t�i�o�n� �(�c�)�.� �(�[�r�i�s�h�i�u�p�s�c�.�c�o�m�]�(�h�t�t�p�s�:�/�/�r
ishiupsc.com/upsc-prelims-question-paper-2010-with-answers/?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Geography › Economic & Mineral Geography moderate

Q72. Tamil Nadu is a leading producer of mill-made cotton yarn in the country. What could be the reason?
1. Black cotton soil is the predominant type of soil in the State.
2. Rich pool of skilled labour is available.
Which of the above is/are the correct reasons?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (b)

Tamil Nadu’s dominance in mill-made cotton yarn is attributed to an abundant pool of skilled (and relatively
cheap) labour and supportive power supply. Black cotton (regur) soil is not predominant in the state; it is
more common in Maharashtra, Gujarat and MP, so statement 1 is wrong and only statement 2 is correct. ([te
stbook.com](https://testbook.com/question-answer/tamil-nadu-is-the-leading-producer-of-mill-made-co--608
039a31ae8d5f99969f6ad?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Geography › Oceanography easy

Q73. Consider the following statements:
1. On the planet Earth, the fresh water available for use amounts to about less than 1% of the total water
found.
2. Of the total fresh water found on the planet Earth 95% is bound up in polar ice caps and glaciers.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (a)

Usable fresh water (surface water + accessible groundwater) is well under 1 % of all Earth’s water, so
statement 1 is correct. Of total fresh water, about 69 % is locked in ice caps/glaciers—not 95 %—making
statement 2 incorrect; hence only statement 1 is correct. ([edurev.in](https://edurev.in/t/203174/Physical-Geo
graphy-Solved-Questions-2021-1995-1?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › Biogeochemical Cycles & Earth Systems easy

Q74. Which one of the following reflects back more sunlight as compared to the other three?

(a) Sand desert
(b) Paddy crop land
(c) Land covered with fresh snow
(d) Prairie land

Answer: (c)

�F�r�e�s�h�,� �c�l�e�a�n� �s�n�o�w� �h�a�s� �t�h�e� �h�i�g�h�e�s�t� �a�l�b�e�d�o� �("H� �8�0�-�9�0� �%�)�,� �r�e�f�l�e�c�t�i�n�g� �f�a�r� �m�o�r�e� �i�n�c�o�m�i�n�g� �s�o�l�a�r� �r�a�d�i�a�t�i�o�n� �t�h�a�n
sand deserts, croplands or prairies, so “land covered with fresh snow” reflects back the most sunlight. ([testb
ook.com](https://testbook.com/question-answer/which-one-of-the-following-reflects-back-more-sunl--60803a
421cce4719d77ee29d?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Geography › Indian Rivers & Water Resources moderate

Q75. Rivers that pass through Himachal Pradesh are

(a) Beas and Chenab only
(b) Beas and Ravi only
(c) Chenab, Ravi and Satluj only
(d) Beas, Chenab, Ravi, Satluj and Yamuna

Answer: (d)

All five rivers—Beas, Chenab, Ravi, Satluj and even the Yamuna, which forms part of the southern boundary
in Sirmaur district—flow through Himachal Pradesh. Options (a), (b) and (c) omit at least one of these rivers,
so only option (d) lists the complete set. ([testbook.com](https://testbook.com/question-answer/rivers-that-pa
ss-through-himachal-pradesh-are--60803a6f907e7564c1c39427?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Indian Polity › Public Finance & Finance Commission easy

Q76. Who of the following shall cause every recommendation made by the Finance Commission to be laid
before each House of Parliament?

(a) The President of India
(b) The Speaker of Lok Sabha
(c) The Prime Minister of India
(d) The Union Finance Minister

Answer: (a)

Article 281 of the Constitution states that ‘The President shall cause every recommendation made by the
Finance Commission … to be laid before each House of Parliament.’ Hence the constitutional duty rests with
the President, not with the Speaker, Prime Minister or Finance Minister.
([indiankanoon.org](https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1945997/?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Fiscal Policy & Budget easy

Q77. Which one of the following is responsible for the preparation and presentation of Union Budget to the
Parliament?

(a) Department of Revenue
(b) Department of Economic Affairs
(c) Department of Financial Services
(d) Department of Expenditure

Answer: (b)

Within the Ministry of Finance, the Budget Division of the Department of Economic Affairs is explicitly
responsible for preparing and submitting the Union Budget to Parliament; the other departments deal mainly
with revenue collection, financial services or expenditure control.
([dea.gov.in](https://dea.gov.in/about-us?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Logical Reasoning & Puzzles easy

Q78. In a group of five persons A, B, C, D and E, there is a professor, a doctor and a lawyer. A and D are
unmarried ladies, and do not work. Of the married couple in the group, E is the husband. B is the brother of A
and is neither a doctor nor a lawyer. Who is the professor?

(a) B
(b) C
(c) A
(d) Cannot be determined with the available data

Answer: (a)

A and D are non-working unmarried ladies, so the three professions (professor, doctor, lawyer) must be held
by B, C and E. B is expressly ‘neither a doctor nor a lawyer,’ so he must be the professor. Options (b) and
(c) assign the professor to C or A contrary to the statements, and the data are sufficient—hence option (d) is
wrong. ([studocu.com](https://www.studocu.com/in/document/karnataka-state-law-university/llb-3-years/preli
ms-general-studies-2010-answer-key/27145276?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Fiscal Policy & Budget moderate

Q79. Consider the following actions by the Government:
1. Cutting the tax rates
2. Increasing the government spending
3. Abolishing the subsidies
In the context of economic recession, which of the above actions can be considered a part of the "fiscal
stimulus" package?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (a)

A fiscal-stimulus package during recession uses expansionary tools such as tax cuts (to raise disposable
income) and higher government spending (to directly boost demand). Abolishing subsidies would withdraw
support and is contractionary, so only statements 1 and 2 qualify.
([investopedia.com](https://www.investopedia.com/terms/s/stimulus-package.asp?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Logical Reasoning & Puzzles moderate

Q80. Half of the villagers of a certain village have their own houses. One-fifth of the villagers cultivate paddy.
One-third of the villagers are literate. Four-fifth of the villagers are below twenty-five. Then, which one of the
following is certainly true?

(a) All the villagers who have their own houses are literate
(b) Some villagers under twenty-five are literate
(c) A quarter of the villagers who have their own houses cultivate paddy
(d) Half of the villagers who cultivate paddy are literate

Answer: (b)

�B�e�l�o�w�-�2�5� �v�i�l�l�a�g�e�r�s� �=� �4 D�5� �o�f� �t�h�e� �p�o�p�u�l�a�t�i�o�n� �a�n�d� �l�i�t�e�r�a�t�e� �v�i�l�l�a�g�e�r�s� �=� �1 D�3�.� �4 D�5� �+� �1 D�3� �=� �1�7 D�1�5� �>� �1�,� �s�o� �b�y� �t�h�e
�p�r�i�n�c�i�p�l�e� �o�f� �i�n�c�l�u�s�i�o�n�-�e�x�c�l�u�s�i�o�n� �a�t� �l�e�a�s�t� �(�1�7 D�1�5� "�� �1�)� �=� �2 D�1�5� �o�f� �t�h�e� �v�i�l�l�a�g�e�r�s� �m�u�s�t� �b�e�l�o�n�g� �t�o� �b�o�t�h� �g�r�o�u�p�s�;
therefore some villagers under twenty-five are literate. The other statements depend on unknown overlaps
and are not necessarily true.
([brilliant.org](https://brilliant.org/wiki/principle-of-inclusion-and-exclusion-pie/?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Monetary Policy & Money Supply easy

Q81. When the Reserve Bank of India announces an increase of the Cash Reserve Ratio, what does it mean?

(a) The commercial banks will have less money to lend
(b) The Reserve Bank of India will have less money to lend
(c) The Union Government will have less money to lend
(d) The commercial banks will have more money to lend

Answer: (a)

When the RBI raises the CRR, banks must keep a larger fraction of their deposits as cash with the RBI. This
cuts the amount of deposits they can deploy, so commercial banks have less money available for lending to
customers. ([economictimes.indiatimes.com](https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/save/crr-vs-slr-w
hy-rbi-instructs-banks-to-maintain-them-and-how-they-benefit-customers/articleshow/125936804.cms?utm_
source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Modern History › British Administration & Economic Policies easy

Q82. Who among the following Governor Generals created the Covenanted Civil Service of India which later
came to be known as the Indian Civil Service?

(a) Warren Hastings
(b) Wellesley
(c) Cornwallis
(d) William Bentinck

Answer: (c)

Governor-General Lord Cornwallis (1786-1793) instituted the Covenanted Civil Service through the
Cornwallis Code, laying the foundation of what later became the Indian Civil Service. Warren Hastings
preceded him, while Wellesley and William Bentinck came later and only modified the system. ([cambridge.o
rg](https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-asian-studies/article/problem-of-recruitment-for-the-in
dian-civil-service-during-the-late-nineteenth-century/472276E88291F3399AF26BFBD9EF7A60?utm_source
=openai))

UPSC 2010 Modern History › Early Nationalism & Indian National Congress (1885-1915) easy

Q83. What was the immediate cause for the launch of the Swadeshi movement?

(a) The partition of Bengal done by Lord Curzon
(b) A sentence of 18 months rigorous imprisonment imposed on Lokmanya Tilak
(c) The arrest and deportation of Lala Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh; and passing of the Punjab Colonization Bill
(d) Death sentence pronounced on the Chapekar brothers

Answer: (a)

The Swadeshi (and boycott) movement was triggered immediately by Lord Curzon’s announcement and
implementation of the partition of Bengal on 16 October 1905. The other events (Tilak’s imprisonment in
1908, Lajpat Rai’s deportation in 1907, Chapekar brothers in 1899) occurred later or were unrelated to the
launch. ([britannica.com](https://www.britannica.com/topic/Swadeshi-Movement?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Modern History › Gandhian Mass Movements (1915-1942) moderate

Q84. Consider the following statements:
1. Dr. Rajendra Prasad persuaded Mahatma Gandhi to come to Champaran to investigate the problem of
peasants.
2. Acharya J. B. Kripalani was one of Mahatma Gandhi's colleagues in his Champaran investigation.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (b)

Raj Kumar Shukla, an indigo peasant, persuaded Mahatma Gandhi to visit Champaran, not Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, so Statement 1 is incorrect. Acharya J. B. Kripalani was indeed one of Gandhi’s colleagues who
helped during the Champaran enquiry, making Statement 2 correct; hence only statement 2 is true.
([en.wikipedia.org](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raj_Kumar_Shukla?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Modern History › British Administration & Economic Policies moderate

Q85. By a regulation in 1793, the District Collector was deprived of his judicial powers and made the collecting
agent only. What was the reason for such regulation?

(a) Lord Cornwallis felt that the District Collector's efficiency of revenue collection would enormously
increase without the burden of other work
(b) Lord Cornwallis felt that Judicial power should compulsorily be in the hands of Europeans while Indians
can be given the job of revenue collection in the districts
(c) Lord Cornwallis was alarmed at the extent of power concentrated in the District Collector and felt that
such absolute power was undesirable in one person
(d) The judicial work demanded a deep knowledge of India and a good training in law and Lord Cornwallis
felt that District Collector should be only a revenue collector

Answer: (c)

In the Cornwallis Code (Regulation III of 1793), Lord Cornwallis separated revenue and judicial functions
because he feared that conferring both on the Collector created an unhealthy concentration of authority. He
therefore removed the Collector’s magisterial/civil powers and placed them in the hands of a separate
District Judge, retaining the Collector solely as ‘collector’. Hence option (c) reflects the motive; the other
options either mis-state Cornwallis’s rationale or add conditions he never cited. ([zigyan.com](https://www.zi
gyan.com/ask-questions/by-a-regulation-in-1793-the-district-collector-was-deprived-of-his-judicial?utm_sour
ce=openai))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Inflation & Price Indices moderate

Q86. With reference to India, consider the following statements:
1. The Wholesale Price Index (WPI) in India is available on a monthly basis only.
2. As compared to Consumer Price Index for Industrial Workers (CPI(IW)), the WPI gives less weight to food
articles.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (c)

1. After October 2009 headline WPI began to be released only on a monthly basis; weekly dissemination
was confined to sub-groups and was formally discontinued in 2012, so Statement 1 is treated as correct. 2.
Food items carry about 24 % weight in WPI but roughly 46 % in CPI-IW, so Statement 2 is correct.
Therefore both statements are correct (option c). ([business-standard.com](https://www.business-standard.c
om/article/economy-policy/govt-discontinues-weekly-wpi-release-112020200142_1.html))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Quantitative Aptitude easy

Q87. Each person's performance compared with all other persons is to be done to rank them subjectively. How
many comparisons are needed in total, if there are 11 persons?

(a) 66
(b) 55
(c) 54
(d) 45

Answer: (b)

To compare every person with every other person once, the number of comparisons equals the combination
�n�C�2� �=� �n�(�n� "�� �1�)�/�2�.� �F�o�r� �1�1� �p�e�r�s�o�n�s�:� �1�1� �×� �1�0� �/� �2� �=� �5�5� �c�o�m�p�a�r�i�s�o�n�s� !Ò� �o�p�t�i�o�n� �(�b�)� �5�5�.� �(�[�i�a�s�e�x�a�m�p�o�r�t�a�l�.�c�o�m�]�(�h�t�t�p�s�:�/�/
iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Physics easy

Q88. What is the principle by which a cooling system (Radiator) in a motor car works?

(a) Conduction only
(b) Convection
(c) Radiation only
(d) Both conduction and radiation

Answer: (b)

A car radiator rejects engine heat through forced convection: hot coolant circulates through thin tubes while
air is driven across the fins, removing heat by convective transfer. Conduction and pure radiation play only
minor roles, so option (b) Convection is correct. ([edukemy.com](https://edukemy.com/blog/upsc-prelims-topi
c-wise-questions-physics-heat-and-temperature/?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Computer & Information Technology easy

Q89. Which among the following do/does not belong/belongs to the GSM family of wireless technologies?

(a) EDGE
(b) LTE
(c) DSL
(d) Both EDGE and LTE

Answer: (c)

EDGE (2.75 G) and LTE (4 G) are both evolutionary standards developed by 3GPP within the GSM family.
DSL (Digital Subscriber Line) is a wired broadband technology unrelated to GSM. Thus the option that does
NOT belong to the GSM family is DSL – option (c). ([testbook.com](https://testbook.com/question-answer/w
hich-among-the-following-dodoes-not-belongbelon--608044d7983949673096fa43?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Health & Diseases moderate

Q90. With reference to the treatment of cancerous tumours, a tool called cyberknife has been making the
news. In this context, which one of the following statements is not correct?

(a) It is a robotic image guided system
(b) It delivers an extremely precise dose of radiation
(c) It has the capability of achieving sub-millimetre accuracy
(d) It can map the spread of tumour in the body

Answer: (d)

The Cyberknife is a fully robotic, image-guided stereotactic radiosurgery system that delivers very high-dose
beams with sub-millimetre precision; it does not perform diagnostic whole-body tumour mapping, so
statement (d) is incorrect while (a)–(c) are correct.
([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))
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UPSC 2010 Geography › Indian Agriculture & Land Use easy

Q91. When you travel in certain parts of India, you will notice red soil. What is the main reason for this colour?

(a) Abundance of magnesium
(b) Accumulated humus
(c) Presence of ferric oxides
(d) Abundance of phosphates

Answer: (c)

Red soils owe their characteristic red colour chiefly to coatings of ferric (iron) oxides on soil particles;
magnesium, humus or phosphates are not responsible for the hue.
([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))

UPSC 2010 Geography › Economic & Mineral Geography easy

Q92. Which one of the following is the appropriate reason for considering the Gondwana rocks as most
important of rock systems of India?

(a) More than 90% of limestone reserves of India are found in them
(b) More than 90% of India's coal reserves are found in them
(c) More than 90% of fertile black cotton soils are spread over them
(d) None of the reasons given above is appropriate in this context

Answer: (b)

About 98-99 % of India’s proven coal reserves occur in the Gondwana rock formations, making coal the
dominant resource associated with this rock system; limestone and black soils are not so predominantly
linked. ([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))

UPSC 2010 Geography › World Physical Geography easy

Q93. Which one of the following can one come across if one travels through the Strait of Malacca?

(a) Bali
(b) Brunei
(c) Java
(d) Singapore

Answer: (d)

The Strait of Malacca separates the Malay Peninsula from Sumatra and opens near the major port-city state
of Singapore at its southern end; travellers through the strait thus encounter Singapore, not Bali, Brunei or
Java. ([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))
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UPSC 2010 Geography › Indian Rivers & Water Resources easy

Q94. With reference to the river Luni, which one of the following statements is correct?

(a) It flows into Gulf of Khambhat
(b) It flows into Gulf of Kuchchh
(c) It flows into Pakistan and merges with a tributary of Indus
(d) It is lost in the marshy land of the Rann of Kuchchh

Answer: (d)

Originating in the Aravallis, the Luni flows southwest but, being an inland, saline river, finally dissipates into
the marshy terrain of the Rann of Kachchh without reaching the sea; the other options describe outlets it
does not reach.
([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))

UPSC 2010 Geography › Indian Rivers & Water Resources easy

Q95. Which one of the following pairs is not correctly matched?  Dam/Lake — River

(a) Govind Sagar : Satluj
(b) Kolleru Lake : Krishna
(c) Ukai Reservoir : Tapi
(d) Wular Lake : Jhelum

Answer: (b)

Govind Sagar Reservoir is formed by Bhakra Dam on the Satluj; Ukai Reservoir is on the Tapi; and Wular
Lake lies on the Jhelum. Kolleru Lake, however, is a freshwater depression situated BETWEEN the Krishna
and Godavari deltas and is fed by local streams and canals, not directly by the Krishna River—hence the
pair ‘Kolleru Lake : Krishna’ is wrongly matched.
([en.wikipedia.org](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kolleru_Lake?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Geography › Atmosphere & Climatology easy

Q96. A geographic region has the following distinct characteristics:
1. Warm and dry climate
2. Mild and wet winter
3. Evergreen oak trees
The above features are the distinct characteristics of which one of the following regions?

(a) Mediterranean
(b) Eastern China
(c) Central Asia
(d) Atlantic coast of North America

Answer: (a)

A Mediterranean (Cs) climate is typified by hot or warm, dry summers; mild, wet winters; and sclerophyllous
evergreen vegetation such as evergreen oaks. The given set of features matches this climatic region found
around the Mediterranean Basin and similar west-coast mid-latitude zones.
([britannica.com](https://www.britannica.com/science/Mediterranean-climate?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Indian Polity › Social Justice & Vulnerable Sections moderate

Q97. With reference to the National Rehabilitation and Resettlement Policy, 2007, consider the following
statements:
1. This policy is applicable only to the persons affected by the acquisition of land for projects and not to the
involuntary displacement due to any other reason.
2. This policy has been formulated by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (d)

Statement 1 is incorrect: the National Rehabilitation & Resettlement Policy (NRRP) 2007 covers ALL cases
of involuntary displacement, not just those arising from land acquisition. Statement 2 is incorrect because
the policy was issued by the Department of Land Resources, Ministry of Rural Development—not the
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment. Hence neither statement is correct. ([testbook.com](https://testb
ook.com/question-answer/with-reference-to-the-national-rehabilitation--60804ba482c8ea750e847a7b))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Economic Planning & Five-Year Plans moderate

Q98. In the context of India’s Five Year Plans, a shift in the pattern of industrialization, with lower emphasis on
heavy industries and more on infrastructure begins in

(a) Fourth Plan
(b) Sixth Plan
(c) Eighth Plan
(d) Tenth Plan

Answer: (b)

The Sixth Five-Year Plan (1980-85) was the first to recognise excess capacity in basic/heavy industries and
initiated a strategic shift toward strengthening infrastructure and supportive services; this re-orientation was
further carried forward in the Seventh Plan. Therefore the shift ‘begins’ with the Sixth Plan.
([scribd.com](https://www.scribd.com/presentation/722899896/Planning-Market-and-the-State))
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UPSC 2010 Indian Polity › Social Justice & Vulnerable Sections moderate

Q99. Two of the schemes launched by the Government of India for Women’s development are Swadhar and
Swayam Siddha. As regards the difference between them, consider the following statements:
1. Swayam Siddha is meant for those in difficult circumstances such as women survivors of natural disasters
or terrorism, women prisoners released from jails, mentally challenged women etc., whereas Swadhar is
meant for holistic empowerment of women through Self Help Groups.
2. Swayam Siddha is implemented through Local Self Government bodies or reputed Voluntary Organizations
whereas Swadhar is implemented through the ICDS units set up in the states.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (d)

Swadhar (1995) provides shelter and support to women in difficult circumstances—widows, released
prisoners, disaster victims, etc.—while Swayam Siddha (2001) is a holistic women-empowerment project
based on forming Self-Help Groups. Statement 1 reverses the purposes; Statement 2 misstates the
implementing agencies (Swadhar works mainly through NGOs under MWCD, not ICDS units; Swayam
Siddha is routed through State agencies/NGOs, not necessarily local bodies). Thus both statements are
wrong. ([timesofindia.indiatimes.com](https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/haryana-launches-
swadhar/articleshow/14199530.cms?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Current Affairs › International Relations & Treaties easy

Q100. With reference to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, consider the following:
1. The Right to Development
2. The Right to Expression
3. The Right to Recreation
Which of the above is/are the Rights of the child?

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (d)

The UNCRC explicitly recognises (i) the child’s right to survival and development (Article 6), (ii) the right to
express views freely and have them heard (Article 12), and (iii) the right to rest, leisure, play and
recreational activities (Article 31). Hence all three listed rights are included.([en.wikipedia.org](https://en.wiki
pedia.org/wiki/Convention_on_the_Rights_of_the_Child?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Quantitative Aptitude moderate

Q101. Three men start together to travel the same way around a circular track of 11 km. Their speeds are 4,
5.5 and 8 kmph respectively. When will they meet at the starting point for the first time?

(a) After 11 hours
(b) After 21 hours
(c) After 22 hours
(d) After 33 hours

Answer: (c)

Time per lap is 11 km ÷ 4 kmph = 2.75 h, 11 km ÷ 5.5 kmph = 2 h and 11 km ÷ 8 kmph = 1.375 h. The first
simultaneous return to the start occurs after the LCM of these times: LCM(2.75, 2, 1.375) = 22 hours, so
they meet after 22 hours.([testbook.com](https://testbook.com/question-answer/three-men-start-together-to-t
ravel-the-same-way-ar--5aacb123fbc5741d903dbcdd?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Indian Polity › Constitutional & Statutory Bodies moderate

Q102. With reference to the Consumer Disputes Redressal at district level in India, which one of the following
statements is not correct?

(a) A State Government can establish more than one District Forum in a district if it deems fit
(b) One of the members of the District Forum shall be a woman
(c) The District Forum entertains the complaints where the value of goods or services does not exceed
rupees fifty lakhs
(d) A complaint in relation to any goods sold or any service provided may be filed with a District Forum by
the State Government as a representative of the interests of the consumers in general

Answer: (c)

Under Section 11 of the Consumer Protection Act 1986 (as it stood in 2010), a District Forum could
�e�n�t�e�r�t�a�i�n� �c�o�m�p�l�a�i�n�t�s� �w�h�e�r�e� �t�h�e� �v�a�l�u�e� �o�f� �g�o�o�d�s�/�s�e�r�v�i�c�e�s� �d�i�d� �n�o�t� �e�x�c�e�e�d�  ¹�2�0� �l�a�k�h�,� �n�o�t�  ¹�5�0� �l�a�k�h�.� �T�h�e�r�e�f�o�r�e
statement 3 (option c) is incorrect, while the other statements accurately reflect provisions allowing multiple
forums, mandatory inclusion of a woman member, and locus standi of State
Government.([studyadda.com](https://www.studyadda.com/question-bank/judiciary_q98/4460/346932))

UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › Ecosystems & Ecology Concepts easy

Q103. King Cobra is the only snake that makes its own nest. Why does it make its nest?

(a) It is a snake-eater and the nest helps attract other snakes
(b) It is a viviparous snake and needs a nest to give birth to its offspring
(c) It is an oviparous snake and lays its eggs in the nest and guards the nest until they are hatched
(d) It is a large, cold blooded animal, and needs a nest to hibernate in the cold season

Answer: (c)

The female King Cobra (Ophiophagus hannah) is the only snake that builds a nest; it is oviparous and
constructs a leaf-litter mound, lays its eggs inside and remains to guard them until they hatch. This matches
option (c); the other options misdescribe its reproductive mode or
purpose.([en.wikipedia.org](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_cobra))
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UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › Environmental Governance & Legislation moderate

Q104. As a result of their annual survey, the National Geographic Society and an international polling firm
GlobeScan gave India top rank in Greendex 2009 score. What is this score?

(a) It is a measure of efforts made by different countries in adopting technologies for reducing carbon
footprint
(b) It is a measure of environmentally sustainable consumer behaviour in different countries
(c) It is an assessment of programmes/schemes undertaken by different countries for improving the
conservation of natural resources
(d) It is an index showing the volume of carbon credits sold by different countries

Answer: (b)

The Greendex, produced by the National Geographic Society and GlobeScan, is a composite index that
‘measures consumer behaviour in areas such as housing, transportation, food and goods’ to gauge how
environmentally sustainable consumers in different countries are. Thus it is a measure of environmentally
sustainable consumer behaviour, making option (b) correct.([globescan.com](https://globescan.com/2014/09
/26/increased-fears-about-environment-but-little-change-in-consumer-behavior-national-geographic-globesc
an-study/))

UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › Biodiversity & Conservation moderate

Q105. Consider the following statements:
1. The Taxus tree naturally found in the Himalayas.
2. The Taxus tree is listed in the Red Data Book.
3. A drug called “taxol” is obtained from Taxus tree is effective against Parkinson’s disease.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (b)

Taxus wallichiana (Himalayan yew) grows naturally in the Himalayan region and is classified as
‘Endangered’, hence recorded in the Red Data Book. Paclitaxel/Taxol obtained from the tree is an
anti-cancer chemotherapeutic; it is not used for Parkinson’s disease, so statement 3 is false. Therefore only
statements 1 and 2 are correct. ([testbook.com](https://testbook.com/question-answer/consider-the-following
-statements-1-the-taxus--608050578fc7b40e1a00304b?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Logical Reasoning & Puzzles easy

Q106. P, Q, R and S are four men. P is the oldest but not the poorest. R is the richest but not the oldest. Q is
older than S but not than P or R. P is richer than Q but not than S. The four men can be ordered (descending)
in respect of age and richness, respectively, as

(a) PQRS, RSPQ
(b) PRQS, RSPQ
(c) PRQS, RSQP
(d) PRSQ, RSPQ

Answer: (b)

From the clues, age order is P > R > Q > S (PRQS) because P is the oldest, R is not oldest, and Q is older
than S but younger than P and R. For wealth, R > S > P > Q (RSPQ) since R is richest, S is richer than P,
and P richer than Q. Option (b) gives exactly PRQS for age and RSPQ for richness.
([licchavilyceum.com](https://licchavilyceum.com/upsc-2010-prelims-question-paper/))
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UPSC 2010 Geography › Atmosphere & Climatology easy

Q107. What causes wind to deflect toward left in the Southern hemisphere?

(a) Temperature
(b) Magnetic field
(c) Rotation of the earth
(d) Pressure

Answer: (c)

In the Southern Hemisphere moving air masses are deflected to the left by the Coriolis force, which arises
solely due to Earth’s rotation. Temperature and pressure create winds, but the sideways deflection is a
consequence of rotation, not magnetic field.
([licchavilyceum.com](https://licchavilyceum.com/upsc-2010-prelims-question-paper/))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Physics moderate

Q108. Indiscriminate disposal of used fluorescent electric lamps causes mercury pollution in the environment.
Why is mercury used in the manufacture of these lamps?

(a) A mercury coating on the inside of the lamp makes the light bright white
(b) When the lamp is switched on, the mercury in the lamp causes the emission of ultra-violet radiations
(c) When the lamp is switched on, it is the mercury which converts the ultra-violet energy into visible light
(d) None of the statement given above is correct about the use of mercury in the manufacture of fluorescent
lamps

Answer: (b)

Inside a fluorescent lamp an electric discharge passes through low-pressure mercury vapour; excited
mercury atoms emit predominantly ultraviolet radiation. The UV then strikes the phosphor coating, which
fluoresces to visible light. Thus mercury’s role is to produce UV, not to coat the glass or directly convert UV
to visible photons. ([zeromercury.org](https://www.zeromercury.org/about-mercury/mercury-in-products/lamp
s/?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Geography › Indian Physical Geography moderate

Q109. If there were no Himalayan ranges, what would have been the most likely geographical impact on India?
1. Much of the country would experience the cold waves from Siberia.
2. Indo-Gangetic plain would be devoid of such extensive alluvial soils.
3. The pattern of monsoon would be different from what it is at present.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (d)

Without the Himalayan barrier, cold Siberian air would sweep deep into India (statement 1). The great
alluvial thickness of the Indo-Gangetic plain is derived from Himalayan erosion; absent the range, such
deposits would be minimal (statement 2). The mountains also force and deflect monsoon winds, so their
absence would drastically alter the monsoon pattern (statement 3). All three statements are therefore
correct. ([licchavilyceum.com](https://licchavilyceum.com/upsc-2010-prelims-question-paper/))
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UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Space Technology & Astronomy easy

Q110. In the context of space technology, what is “Bhuvan”, recently in the news?

(a) A mini satellite launched by ISRO for promoting the distance education in India
(b) The name given to the next Moon Impact Probe, for Chandrayaan-II
(c) A geoportal of ISRO with 3-D imaging capabilities of India
(d) A space telescope developed by India

Answer: (c)

“Bhuvan” is ISRO’s web-based geo-portal that provides high-resolution, 3-D visualisation of the Indian
terrain, similar to Google Earth but focused on India. It is not a satellite, probe, or telescope. ([rishiupsc.com]
(https://rishiupsc.com/upsc-prelims-question-paper-2010-with-answers/?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Geography › Indian Physical Geography easy

Q111. The latitudes that pass through Sikkim also pass through

(a) Rajasthan
(b) Punjab
(c) Himachal Pradesh
(d) Jammu & Kashmir

Answer: (a)

Sikkim lies roughly between 27° N and 28° N. Of the states listed, only Rajasthan spans this latitude band
�("H�2�3�°� �N�–�3�0�°� �N�)�.� �P�u�n�j�a�b�,� �H�i�m�a�c�h�a�l� �P�r�a�d�e�s�h� �a�n�d� �t�h�e� �e�r�s�t�w�h�i�l�e� �J�a�m�m�u� �&� �K�a�s�h�m�i�r� �a�l�l� �l�i�e� �n�o�r�t�h� �o�f� �2�9� �°�N�,� �s�o
their territory never reaches Sikkim’s latitude. ([rishiupsc.com](https://rishiupsc.com/upsc-prelims-question-p
aper-2010-with-answers/?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Quantitative Aptitude easy

Q112. A man fills a basket with eggs in such a way that the number of eggs added on each successive day is
the same as the number already present in the basket. This way the basket gets completely filled in 24 days.
�A�f�t�e�r� �h�o�w� �m�a�n�y� �d�a�y�s� �w�a�s� �t�h�e� �b�a�s�k�e�t� �1 D�4�t�h� �f�u�l�l�?

(a) 6
(b) 12
(c) 17
(d) 22

Answer: (d)

The basket’s contents double each day (adding as many eggs as already present). Working backwards, it
was half-full on day 23 and one-quarter full on day 22 (two doublings earlier), so 22 days are required. ([rishi
upsc.com](https://rishiupsc.com/upsc-prelims-question-paper-2010-with-answers/?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Quantitative Aptitude moderate

Q113. The diameters of two circular coins are in the ratio of 1 : 3. The smaller coin is made to roll around the
bigger coin till it returns to the position from where the process of rolling started. How many times did the
smaller coin roll around the bigger coin?

(a) 9
(b) 6
(c) 3
(d) 15

Answer: (c)

�M�o�s�t� �c�o�a�c�h�i�n�g�-�h�o�u�s�e� �a�n�s�w�e�r� �k�e�y�s� �f�o�r� �U�P�S�C ��2�0�1�0� �g�i�v�e� �3� �a�s� �t�h�e� �o�f�f�i�c�i�a�l� �a�n�s�w�e�r�:� �t�h�e� �r�a�t�i�o� �o�f� �c�i�r�c�u�m�f�e�r�e�n�c�e�s
(big : small = 3 : 1) is treated as the number of complete rotations made by the small coin while its centre
moves once around the larger coin. Hence the UPSC key accepts option (c) 3, even though a strict
kinematic derivation would predict 4.

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Quantitative Aptitude easy

Q114. The difference between the simple interest received from two banks on Rs. 500 for two years is Rs.
2·50. What is the difference between their rates?

(a) 0·25%
(b) 0·5%
(c) 1%
(d) 2·5%

Answer: (a)

�D�i�f�f�e�r�e�n�c�e� �i�n� �i�n�t�e�r�e�s�t� �=� �P� �×� �”�R� �×� �T� �/� �1�0�0� !Ò� �2�.�5� �=� �5�0�0� �×� �”�R� �×� �2� �/� �1�0�0� !Ò� �”�R� �=� �0�.�2�5� �p�e�r�c�e�n�t�a�g�e� �p�o�i�n�t�.� �T�h�u�s� �t�h�e
two banks’ annual simple-interest rates differ by 0.25 %. ([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/An
swer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Quantitative Aptitude easy

Q115. When ten persons shake hands with one another, in how many ways is it possible?

(a) 20
(b) 25
(c) 40
(d) 45

Answer: (d)

The total number of distinct handshakes among n persons is nC2. For 10 persons, 10C2 = (10×9)/2 = 45, so
option (d) is correct; the other values underestimate the combination count.
([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))
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UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Quantitative Aptitude easy

Q116. A candidate attempted 12 questions and secured full marks in all of them. If he obtained 60% marks in
the test and all questions carried equal marks, then what is the total number of questions in the test?

(a) 36
(b) 30
(c) 25
(d) 20

Answer: (d)

If all questions carry equal marks, 12 correct answers give 12m marks. Scoring 60 % overall means 12m =
�0�.�6� �T�m� !Ò� �T� �=� �1�2�/�0�.�6� �=� �2�0� �q�u�e�s�t�i�o�n�s�.� �H�e�n�c�e� �o�p�t�i�o�n� �(�d�)� �i�s� �c�o�r�r�e�c�t�;� �t�h�e� �o�t�h�e�r� �o�p�t�i�o�n�s� �c�o�r�r�e�s�p�o�n�d� �t�o� �i�n�c�o�r�r�e�c�t
division of percentages.
([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Quantitative Aptitude easy

Q117. In how many ways can four children be made to stand in a line such that two of them, A and B, are
always together?

(a) 6
(b) 12
(c) 18
(d) 24

Answer: (b)

Keep A and B together as a single unit; along with the other two children there are 3! = 6 ways to arrange
the units, and A–B can switch places in 2 ways, giving 6×2 = 12 arrangements. Option (b) is therefore
correct; 6 ignores internal swapping, while 18 and 24 over-count.
([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Logical Reasoning & Puzzles moderate

Q118. In a meeting, the map of a village was placed in such a manner that south-east becomes north,
north-east becomes west and so on. What will south become?

(a) North
(b) North-east
(c) North-west
(d) West

Answer: (b)

To make original south-east point to north, the map is rotated 135° clockwise. After the same rotation, the
original south (180°) shifts to 45°, i.e., north-east. Hence option (b) is correct; north-west or west would arise
from incorrect rotation direction.
([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))
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UPSC 2010 Modern History › Gandhian Mass Movements (1915-1942) moderate

Q119. Consider the following statements:
1. The “Bombay Manifesto” signed in 1936 openly opposed the preaching of socialist ideals.
2. It evoked support from a large section of business community from all across India.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (c)

The 1936 ‘Bombay Manifesto’, signed by 21 prominent industrialists, expressly denounced Jawaharlal
Nehru’s advocacy of socialist ideas (statement 1). It was welcomed by a wider spectrum of Indian
big-business groups fearful of state-socialism, so statement 2 is also correct. Therefore option (c) ‘Both 1
and 2’ is right; options (a)/(b) overlook one statement, while (d) rejects both.
([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))

UPSC 2010 Art & Culture › Philosophy & Religion easy

Q120. Among the following, who was not a proponent of bhakti cult ?

(a) Nagarjuna
(b) Tukaram
(c) Tyagaraja
(d) Vallabhacharya

Answer: (a)

Tukaram, Tyagaraja and Vallabhacharya were well-known Bhakti saints who preached personal devotion to
a chosen deity, whereas Nagarjuna was a 2nd-century Mahayana Buddhist philosopher (Madhyamika
school) and not connected with the Bhakti cult. Hence only Nagarjuna does not belong to the Bhakti
tradition. ([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010?
utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Modern History › Gandhian Mass Movements (1915-1942) moderate

Q121. For the Karachi session of Indian National Congress in 1931 presided over by Sardar Patel, who drafted
the Resolution on Fundamental Rights and Economic Programme ?

(a) Mahatma Gandhi
(b) Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
(c) Dr. Rajendra Prasad
(d) Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

Answer: (b)

At the special Karachi session (26-31 March 1931) chaired by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the historic
‘Resolution on Fundamental Rights and Economic Programme’ was drafted by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru; it
laid down civil liberties and socio-economic goals that later influenced the Constitution. ([iasexamportal.com]
(https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Modern History › Constitutional Developments & British Plans (1909-1947) moderate

Q122. Who among the following were official Congress negotiators with Cripps Mission ?

(a) Mahatma Gandhi and Sardar Patel
(b) Acharya J. B. Kripalani and C. Rajagopalachari
(c) Pandit Nehru and Maulana Azad
(d) Dr. Rajendra Prasad and Rafi Ahmed Kidwai

Answer: (c)

When Sir Stafford Cripps visited India in March 1942, the Indian National Congress appointed Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad as its official negotiators; they held the formal talks that
ultimately failed. Other pairs in the options did not serve in this official capacity. ([iasexamportal.com](https://
iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Biology easy

Q123. Which one of the following processes in the bodies of living organisms is a digestive process ?

(a) Breakdown of proteins into amino acids
�(�b�)� �B�r�e�a�k�d�o�w�n� �o�f� �g�l�u�c�o�s�e� �i�n�t�o� �C�O ‚� �a�n�d� �H ‚�O
(c) Conversion of glucose into glycogen
(d) Conversion of amino acids into proteins

Answer: (a)

Digestion is the enzymatic breakdown of complex food molecules into simpler absorbable units; the classic
example is proteolysis, where dietary proteins are hydrolysed by pepsin, trypsin, etc., into amino acids. The
other processes listed relate to respiration (oxidation of glucose) or assimilation/storage (glycogenesis,
protein synthesis). ([testbook.com](https://testbook.com/question-answer/which-one-of-the-following-proces
ses-in-the-bodies--608058f8df024496630adb35?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Biology easy

Q124. From the point of view of evolution of living organisms, which one of the following is the correct
sequence of evolution ?

(a) Otter – Tortoise – Shark
(b) Shark – Tortoise – Otter
(c) Tortoise – Shark – Otter
(d) Shark – Otter – Tortoise

Answer: (b)

Vertebrate evolution proceeded from fishes to reptiles to mammals. Sharks (cartilaginous fishes) appeared
>400 million years ago, reptiles like tortoises evolved later in the Paleozoic–Mesozoic era, and mammals
�s�u�c�h� �a�s� �o�t�t�e�r�s� �a�r�e� �t�h�e� �m�o�s�t� �r�e�c�e�n�t�;� �t�h�e�r�e�f�o�r�e� �t�h�e� �c�o�r�r�e�c�t� �c�h�r�o�n�o�l�o�g�i�c�a�l� �o�r�d�e�r� �i�s� �S�h�a�r�k� !’� �T�o�r�t�o�i�s�e� !’� �O�t�t�e�r�.� �(�[�t�e�s
tbook.com](https://testbook.com/question-answer/from-the-point-of-view-of-evolution-of-living-orga--608059
3a6ea787775420a00b?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Health & Diseases easy

Q125. Consider the following statements:
1. Hepatitis B is several times more infectious than HIV/AIDS
2. Hepatitis B can cause liver cancer
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (c)

HBV is a blood-borne virus that is about 100 times more infectious than HIV, and chronic HBV infection is a
well-known cause of hepatocellular carcinoma (primary liver cancer). Therefore both statements are correct.
([cdc.gov](https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5201a1.htm?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Health & Diseases easy

Q126. Excessive release of the pollutant carbon monoxide (CO) into the air may produce a condition in which
oxygen supply in the human body decreases. What causes this condition ?

�(�a�)� �W�h�e�n� �i�n�h�a�l�e�d� �i�n�t�o� �t�h�e� �h�u�m�a�n� �b�o�d�y�,� �C�O� �i�s� �c�o�n�v�e�r�t�e�d� �i�n�t�o� �C�O ‚
(b) The inhaled CO has much higher affinity for haemoglobin as compared to oxygen
(c) The inhaled CO destroys the chemical structure of haemoglobin
(d) The inhaled CO adversely affects the respiratory centre in the brain

Answer: (b)

Carbon monoxide binds to haemoglobin with roughly 200–300 times the affinity of oxygen, forming
�c�a�r�b�o�x�y�h�a�e�m�o�g�l�o�b�i�n� �a�n�d� �b�l�o�c�k�i�n�g� �o�x�y�g�e�n� �t�r�a�n�s�p�o�r�t�;� �t�h�i�s� �h�i�g�h� �a�f�f�i�n�i�t�y�—�n�o�t� �c�o�n�v�e�r�s�i�o�n� �t�o� �C�O ‚� �o�r� �n�e�u�r�a�l
effects—is what produces hypoxia.
([ncbi.nlm.nih.gov](https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK539815/?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Health & Diseases moderate

Q127. Consider the following statements:
1. Every individual in the population is equally susceptible host for Swine Flu.
2. Antibiotics have no role in the primary treatment of Swine Flu.
3. To prevent the future spread of Swine Flu in the epidemic area, the swine (pigs) must all be culled.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (a)

All age groups can be infected by pandemic H1N1 (statement 1) and antibiotics do not treat viral influenza;
antivirals are used instead (statement 2). International animal-health bodies (FAO/OIE/WHO) stated that
mass culling of pigs was unjustified, so statement 3 is incorrect. Hence only 1 and 2 are correct.
([cdc.gov](https://www.cdc.gov/flu/treatment/?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Health & Diseases moderate

Q128. With regard to the transmission of the Human Immunodeficiency Virus, which one of the following
statements is not correct ?

(a) The chances of transmission from female to male are twice as likely as from male to female
(b) The chances of transmission are more if a person suffers from other sexually transmitted infections
(c) An infected mother can transmit the infection to her baby during pregnancy, at childbirth and by breast
feeding
(d) The risk of contracting infection from transfusion of infected blood is much higher than an exposure to
contaminated needle

Answer: (a)

Epidemiological studies show male-to-female transmission of HIV is nearly twice as efficient as
female-to-male, so statement (a) is the inaccurate one, while the other statements correctly describe factors
that raise transmission risk.
([pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov](https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/1392708/?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › Climate Change & Greenhouse Gases moderate

Q129. What are the possible limitations of India in mitigating the global warming at present and in the
immediate future ?
1. Appropriate alternate technologies are not sufficiently available.
2. India cannot invest huge funds in research and development.
3. Many developed countries have already set up their polluting industries in India.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (a)

Limited availability of cost-effective alternative technologies (1) and the high upfront R&D investment India
would require (2) are acknowledged constraints; the blanket assertion that many developed countries have
already shifted their polluting industries to India is not broadly valid, so only 1 and 2 hold true.
([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))
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UPSC 2010 Current Affairs › International Organisations & Groupings moderate

Q130. Consider the following statements:
1. The Commonwealth has no charter, treaty or constitution.
2. All the territories/countries once under the British empire (jurisdiction/rule/mandate) automatically joined the
Commonwealth as its members.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (a)

In 2010 the Commonwealth operated only on political declarations (e.g., 1949 London, 1971 Singapore,
1991 Harare); a formal, single Charter was adopted later in 2013, so it had no charter/treaty/constitution at
that time, making statement 1 correct. Membership is voluntary—many former British territories never joined
(e.g., USA) or withdrew—hence statement 2 is wrong. Therefore only statement 1 is correct.
([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))

UPSC 2010 Science & Technology › Logical Reasoning & Puzzles easy

Q131. Examine the following statements :
1. All colours are pleasant.
2. Some colours are pleasant.
3. No colour is pleasant.
4. Some colours are not pleasant.
Given that the statement 4 is true, what can be definitely concluded ?

(a) 1 and 2 are true
(b) 1 is false
(c) 2 is false
(d) 3 is true

Answer: (b)

If statement 4 ('Some colours are not pleasant') is true, then the universal statement 1 ('All colours are
pleasant') cannot be true—so 1 is definitely false. Statements 2 and 3 may or may not hold, but at least we
can conclude that statement 1 is false; option (b) expresses this.
([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))
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UPSC 2010 Current Affairs › International Organisations & Groupings moderate

Q132. In the context of bilateral trade negotiations between India and European Union, what is the difference
between European Commission and European Council ?
1. European Commission represents the EU in trade negotiations whereas European Council participates in
the legislation of matters pertaining to economic policies of the European Union.
2. European Commission comprises the Heads of State or government of member countries whereas the
European Council comprises of the persons nominated by European Parliament.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (a)

The European Commission conducts external trade negotiations for the EU (e.g., at the WTO), while the
European Council (ministers in Council configurations) co-legislates on EU economic laws together with the
European Parliament. Hence statement 1 is correct. Statement 2 reverses the compositions: the
Commission is made up of Commissioners (not heads of state), whereas the European Council brings
together the heads of state/government; so statement 2 is incorrect.
([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))

UPSC 2010 Geography › Indian Agriculture & Land Use easy

Q133. The approximate representation of land-use classification in India is

(a) Net area sown 25%; forests 33%; other areas 42%
(b) Net area sown 58%; forests 17%; other areas 25%
(c) Net area sown 43%; forests 29%; other areas 28%
(d) Net area sown 47%; forests 23%; other areas 30%

Answer: (d)

Standard land-use statistics (circa 2008-09 used by UPSC) place roughly 47 % of India’s geographical area
under net sown area, 23 % under forests, and the remaining 30 % under all other categories. Only option (d)
matches this approximate distribution; the other options mis-state one or more percentages.
([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))
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UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Fiscal Policy & Budget moderate

Q134. With reference to the National Investment Fund to which the disinvestment proceeds are routed,
consider the following statements :
1. The assets in the National Investment Fund are managed by the Union Ministry of Finance.
2. The National Investment Fund is to be maintained within the Consolidated Fund of India.
3. Certain Asset Management Companies are appointed as the fund managers.
4. A certain proportion of annual income is used for financing select social sectors.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 only
(c) 3 and 4
(d) 3 only

Answer: (c)

NIF corpus raised from disinvestment is managed by three public-sector Asset Management
Companies—SBI, LIC and UTI—appointed as fund managers, and 75 % of the annual income (at the time
of the question) was earmarked for education, health and other social schemes; so statements 3 and 4 are
correct. The assets are managed by these AMCs, not directly by the Finance Ministry, and the Fund is kept
outside the Consolidated Fund of India (it is maintained in the Public Account), so statements 1 and 2 are
incorrect. Hence only 3 and 4 are correct.
([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Financial Markets & Capital Markets moderate

Q135. In India, which of the following is regulated by the Forward Markets Commission ?

(a) Currency Futures Trading
(b) Commodities Futures Trading
(c) Equity Futures Trading
(d) Both Commodities Futures and Financial Futures Trading

Answer: (b)

Before its 2015 merger with SEBI, the Forward Markets Commission (FMC) was the statutory regulator for
commodity futures/forward contracts; equity and currency derivatives were regulated by SEBI and RBI
respectively, so only commodities futures trading fell under the FMC’s purview.
([en.wikipedia.org](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forward_Markets_Commission?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Infrastructure & Industry easy

Q136. Which one of the following is not a feature of Limited Liability Partnership firm ?

(a) Partners should be less than 20
(b) Partnership and management need not be separate
(c) Internal governance may be decided by mutual agreement among partners
(d) It is corporate body with perpetual succession

Answer: (a)

The LLP Act, 2008 treats an LLP as a body corporate with perpetual succession, allows partners to frame
internal governance by mutual agreement, and does not require separation of ownership and management.
Crucially, it prescribes no upper limit on the number of partners (unlike an ordinary partnership, which is
capped at 20/50). Hence the statement that ‘partners should be less than 20’ is NOT a feature. ([compliance
india.co.in](https://complianceindia.co.in/limited-liability-partnership-llp-want-know/?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Banking & Financial Sector moderate

Q137. With reference to the institution of Banking Ombudsman in India, which one of the statements is not
correct ?

(a) The Banking Ombudsman is appointed by the Reserve Bank of India
(b) The Banking Ombudsman can consider complaints from Non-Resident Indians having accounts in India
(c) The orders passed by the Banking Ombudsman are final and binding on the parties concerned
(d) The service provided by the Banking Ombudsman is free of any fee

Answer: (c)

RBI appoints the Banking Ombudsman and the service is free; NRIs with Indian accounts can file
complaints. However, the Ombudsman’s award is appealable to the Deputy Governor of RBI, so it is not
‘final and binding’—making option (c) the incorrect statement. ([thelaw.institute](https://thelaw.institute/busin
ess-law-as-applicable-to-co-operative-ii/appeal-banking-ombudsman-decisions/?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Digital Payments & Financial Inclusion moderate

Q138. With reference to India, consider the following :
1. Nationalization of Banks
2. Formation of Regional Rural Banks
3. Adoption of villages by Bank Branches
Which of the above can be considered as steps taken to achieve the “financial inclusion” in India ?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (d)

Bank nationalization (1969 & 1980) vastly expanded rural branching; creation of Regional Rural Banks
(1975) targeted credit to small and marginal farmers; and later schemes under which individual bank
branches ‘adopt’ villages aim to bring basic banking services to unbanked areas. All three are explicitly
intended to further financial inclusion, so options 1, 2 and 3 are relevant.
([bis.org](https://www.bis.org/review/r250611b.htm?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Modern History › Advent Of Europeans & British Expansion moderate

Q139. What was the immediate reason for Ahmad Shah Abdali to invade India and fight the Third Battle of
Panipat ?

(a) He wanted to avenge the expulsion by Marathas of his viceroy Timur Shah from Lahore
(b) The frustrated governor of Jullundhar Adina Beg Khan invited him to invade Punjab
(c) He wanted to punish Mughal administration for non-payment of the revenues of the Chahar Mahal
(Gujarat, Aurangabad, Sialkot and Pasrur)
(d) He wanted to annex all the fertile plains of Punjab up to the borders of Delhi to his kingdom

Answer: (a)

In 1758 the Marathas drove Abdali’s son and viceroy, Timur Shah, out of Lahore; Abdali’s 1759–61
campaign culminating in the Third Battle of Panipat was launched primarily to avenge this humiliation and
re-establish Afghan authority in Punjab. Other options refer to earlier or long-term factors but not the
immediate trigger. ([sarthaks.com](https://www.sarthaks.com/2714746/what-was-immediate-reason-ahmad-
shah-abdali-invade-india-and-fight-the-third-battle-panipat?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Modern History › Advent Of Europeans & British Expansion moderate

Q140. With reference to Pondicherry (now Puducherry), consider the following statements :
1. The first European power to occupy Pondicherry were the Portuguese.
2. The second European power to occupy Pondicherry were the French.
3. The English never occupied Pondicherry.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (a)

Portuguese merchants were the first Europeans to establish a trading centre at Pondicherry in 1521. After
them the Dutch (not the French) captured the town in 1693, and the British occupied it several times (1761,
1793, 1803, 1804) before restoring it to France; hence statements 2 and 3 are wrong, leaving only
statement 1 correct. ([en.wikipedia.org](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pondicherry))

UPSC 2010 Ancient History › Buddhism & Jainism moderate

Q141. Why did Buddhism start declining in India in the early medieval times ?
1. Buddha was by that time considered as one of the incarnations of Vishnu and thus became a part of
Vaishnavism.
2. The invading tribes from Central Asia till the time of last Gupta king adopted Hinduism and persecuted
Buddhists.
3. The Kings of Gupta dynasty were strongly opposed to Buddhism.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (a)

A major reason for Buddhism’s decline was its assimilation into Hinduism when the Buddha came to be
regarded as an avatar of Vishnu (statement 1). There is no clear evidence that Central-Asian tribes who
invaded up to the last Gupta king adopted Hinduism and systematically persecuted Buddhists, nor were the
Gupta rulers ‘strongly opposed’—some (e.g., Kumaragupta) even patronised Nalanda. Thus statements 2
and 3 are incorrect. ([en.wikipedia.org](https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decline_of_Buddhism_in_the_Indian_su
bcontinent?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Banking & Financial Sector easy

Q142. Consider the following statements :
The functions of commercial banks in India include
1. Purchase and sale of shares and securities on behalf of customers.
2. Acting as executors and trustees of wills.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (c)

Besides accepting deposits and lending, Indian commercial banks provide secondary/agency services such
as (i) buying and selling shares or other securities for customers and (ii) acting as trustees or executors of
wills and estates. Therefore both statements are correct. ([insurance-companies.co](https://insurance-comp
anies.co/commercial-bank-functions/?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Taxation moderate

Q143. In India, the tax proceeds of which one of the following as a percentage of gross tax revenue has
significantly declined in the last five years ?

(a) Service tax
(b) Personal income tax
(c) Excise duty
(d) Corporation tax

Answer: (c)

Between 2005-06 and 2009-10 the share of Union excise duty in the Centre’s gross tax revenue almost
halved because of repeated cuts in excise rates and the growing importance of service tax, while the shares
of service tax, income tax and corporation tax either rose or stayed broadly stable. Hence excise duty
registered the sharpest relative decline. ([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/Gener
al-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Indian Polity › Local Government & Panchayati Raj easy

Q144. Which one of the following authorities makes recommendation to the Governor of a State as to the
principles for determining the taxes and duties which may be appropriated by the Panchayats in that particular
State ?

(a) District Planning Committees
(b) State Finance Commission
(c) Finance Ministry of that State
(d) Panchayati Raj Ministry of that State

Answer: (b)

Under Article 243-I, the State Finance Commission is constituted every five years "to make
recommendations to the Governor as to the principles which should govern … the taxes and duties which
may be assigned to, or appropriated by, the Panchayats." Therefore the State Finance Commission (not
district planning bodies or state ministries) advises the Governor on this matter. ([constitutionofindia.net](http
s://www.constitutionofindia.net/articles/article-243i-constitution-of-finance-commission-to-review-financial-po
sition/?utm_source=openai))
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UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Taxation moderate

Q145. Consider the following statements :
In India, taxes on transactions in Stock Exchanges and Futures Markets are
1. levied by the Union
2. collected by the States
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (a)

Entry 90 of the Union List empowers Parliament to levy and collect taxes on the sale-or-purchase of
securities; this is implemented through the Securities Transaction Tax (STT) that is both levied and collected
by the Union government, so statement 1 is correct.  States have no role in collecting this tax, so statement
2 is wrong. ([testbook.com](https://testbook.com/question-answer/consider-the-following-statements-in-india
-tax--608063c23a3dce5296b4c391?utm_source=openai))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Agriculture & Rural Development moderate

Q146. In India, during the last decade the total cultivated land for which one of the following crops has
remained more or less stagnant ?

(a) Rice
(b) Oilseeds
(c) Pulses
(d) Sugarcane

Answer: (c)

Official answer keys show that, unlike rice, oilseeds or sugarcane, the gross sown area under pulses
hovered around 21-23 million ha throughout 2000-2009 and therefore remained largely stagnant; hence
option (c) Pulses is correct.
([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › Agriculture & Rural Development easy

Q147. Consider the following statements :
1. The Union Government fixes the Statutory Minimum Price of sugarcane for each sugar season.
2. Sugar and sugarcane are essential commodities under the Essential Commodities Act.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (c)

The Central (Union) Government notifies the Statutory Minimum Price/FRP of sugarcane for every sugar
season, fulfilling statement 1.  Under the Essential Commodities Act, 1955 both sugar and sugarcane are
notified as essential commodities, so statement 2 is also correct; therefore both statements are true.
([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))
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UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › National Income & Economic Growth moderate

Q148. With reference to Indian economy, consider the following statements :
1. The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) has increased by four times in the last 10 years.
2. The percentage share of Public Sector in GDP has declined in the last 10 years.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: (b)

�B�e�t�w�e�e�n� �1�9�9�9�-�0�0� �a�n�d� �2�0�0�9�-�1�0� �I�n�d�i�a�’�s� �G�D�P� �a�t� �c�u�r�r�e�n�t� �p�r�i�c�e�s� �r�o�s�e� �r�o�u�g�h�l�y� �2�.�5�-�3� �t�i�m�e�s� �(�f�r�o�m� �a�b�o�u�t�  ¹�2�3
�t�r�i�l�l�i�o�n� �t�o�  ¹�6�3� �t�r�i�l�l�i�o�n�)� �–� �n�o�w�h�e�r�e� �n�e�a�r� �a� �f�o�u�r�-�f�o�l�d� �i�n�c�r�e�a�s�e� �–� �s�o� �s�t�a�t�e�m�e�n�t� �1� �i�s� �i�n�c�o�r�r�e�c�t�.� � �D�u�r�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �s�a�m�e
�d�e�c�a�d�e� �l�i�b�e�r�a�l�i�s�a�t�i�o�n� �a�n�d� �P�S�U� �d�i�s�i�n�v�e�s�t�m�e�n�t� �r�e�d�u�c�e�d� �t�h�e� �p�u�b�l�i�c� �s�e�c�t�o�r�’�s� �s�h�a�r�e� �o�f� �G�D�P� �(�f�r�o�m� "H�3�4� �%� �t�o� "H�2�6
%), making statement 2 correct.  Hence only statement 2 is right.
([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))

UPSC 2010 Environment & Ecology › Climate Change & Greenhouse Gases easy

Q149. Consider the following which can be found in the ambient atmosphere :
1. Soot
2. Sulphur hexafluoride
3. Water vapour
Which of the above contribute to the warming up of the atmosphere ?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (d)

All three listed constituents warm the atmosphere: (1) soot/black-carbon particles absorb solar radiation and
�r�e�d�u�c�e� �a�l�b�e�d�o�;� �(�2�)� �s�u�l�p�h�u�r� �h�e�x�a�f�l�u�o�r�i�d�e� �i�s� �t�h�e� �m�o�s�t� �p�o�t�e�n�t� �l�o�n�g�-�l�i�v�e�d� �g�r�e�e�n�h�o�u�s�e� �g�a�s� �("H�2�3�,�5�0�0� �×� �C�O ‚�)�;� �(�3�)
water vapour is the dominant natural greenhouse gas.  Therefore 1, 2 and 3 all contribute to atmospheric
warming.
([iasexamportal.com](https://iasexamportal.com/Answer-Key/General-Studies-Solution-CSP-2010))

UPSC 2010 Indian Economy › International Institutions & Reports easy

Q150. The International Development Association, a lending agency, is administered by the

(a) International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(b) International Fund for Agricultural Development
(c) United Nations Development Programme
(d) United Nations Industrial Development Organization

Answer: (a)

The International Development Association (IDA) is the concessional window of the World Bank Group and
is legally affiliated with – and administered by – the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(IBRD). Hence option (a) is correct; the agencies in options (b)–(d) have no administrative control over IDA. 
([britannica.com](https://www.britannica.com/topic/International-Development-Association?utm_source=ope
nai))


